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> 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 
1 to the consideration of executive business; 


led t 


after some time spe nt there in, the doors were 


anu, 


~oopened, and the Senate Te d. 


I 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuurspay, August 28, 1856. 
The House met at ten o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER. Reports are in ordef from 
e standing committees of the House. 
BRITISH SHIP RESOLUTE. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, there is upon 
the Sneaker’s table a resolution from the Senate 
authorizing the restoration to the British service 
of the ship Resolute, which was lost in the Arctic 


1s while searching for the survivors of Sir John | 


Franklin’s party, recovered and brought home 
hy some of our own pt ople. I notice that 

English papers are complimenting us for our lib- 
and I hope, therefore, that there will be 
jjection to what | now propose, and that is, 


erally; 


the resolution be taken up and put on its | 


ssage. The House is thin; and it may be well 

t we should act on this before going into the 

rtant question before the House. 

Several MEMBERS. 
vil One 

ir. CLINGMAN. It 
(No. 22) authori 
restoration to the British 
ship Resolute, late of the British Navy. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
will not interpose any objection to taking up the 

lution and putting it on its passage; yet I 

ust say that L cannot vote for it, for 

that 1 am not satisfied we have any power to 
purchase ships to give them away. 

The joint resolution was taken up, 
ceived its several readings. 

Mr. JONES, Tennessee. I call for the 
yeas np nays on the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and né Lys were not ordered. 

The re aedatios was passed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN TREATIES. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


nat 
penate 


zing the purchase and 


Government of 


and re- 


pass the appropriation bill from the Senate, in 
onde ‘r that the provisions of a recent treaty with 
certain Indian tribes may be carried into effect. 
i is important that the bill should be passed at 
this time, for on its passage depends the removal 
of certain Indians from the State of Florida. The 
bill is in strict conformity with a treaty which 
has been lately ratified, and is now the law of 
the land. 1 trust there will be no objection to 
what | propose. 
Mr. MATTESON. I object to everything 
except the Army appropriation bill. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Spe aker, 
ne committe e of conference on the disagree ing 
es of the two Houses on the Army approy pri 


ation bill have met, and, after full and 
ference, have been unable to agree. 


+} 


free con- 


ton of affairs in Kansas ‘Territory. 
has heretofore adhered to its proviso, that no 


portion of the money to be appropriated by the | 
bill shail be used for the enforcement of the enact- | 
the 
The Senate | 


ments of the bodies which claimed to be 
Legislative Assembly of Kansas. 
have thus far declined to yield anything on this 
PoMats in connection with this bill. I am fully | 

satisfied that the two Houses will not be able to 
agree to any proposition attached to this Army || 
bill which’ will tend to free the Territory of |! 


5 


the 


W hatis the title of the res- | 
is a resolution of the | 


the 


the reason | 


Mr. Speaker, if there be no | 
objection, I move that the House take up and | 
| 


The diffi- | 


culty, as is well known, grows out of the condi- | 


The House | 


Kansas from the difficulties which now afflict its 
people. 

It would not be profitable — perhaps it would 
not be proper, to go into any a 


tails of the cir- 


cumstances connected with the conference of last 
evening. I have only to say for myself, that I 
entered into it full of hope that something might 
be yielded by both sides which w one brine the 
two House s togethe r, enable us to pass the bi l, 


and return to our 
satisfied tl 


homes. I left the conferen 
at such hope was vain. I submitted to 
the conferees for consideration this naked propo- 
sition: , 


ever, 


That no part of the military force 
if the United States, for the support of which appropria 
tions are made by this act, shall be emploved in aid of the 
enforcement of any cnactment of the bodies claiming to oe 
the Territorial Legisiature of Kansas.” 

It vans be seen that the 
the proviso adopt ted, 
adhered to, by the House, re quiring 
to exercise juri adic tion over the national high- 
ways, was omitted. I was willing to yield that 
much to what seemed to be the si scruples of Sen 
ators in regard to the shteaitatianalic’ of that 
clause, believing the naked proviso would be al! 
sufficient. The committee on the part of the 
Senate refused to yield even that much. Of course 
it then became unnecessary to proceed further to 
consider the merits of other propositions which I 
desired to submit, which, to some extent, pro- 
p: ysed inde pe ndent legislation in refe ‘e to the 
Kansas dificultic The conferene 
to the House, failed to agree, bee com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate declined to yield 
to the simple proposition, that tno partof the Army 
should be used to enforce those enactments which 
it has been clearly y prove n, by a commission of 
this, House, to the satisfaction, I believe, of all 
me mbers, are founded in fraud, and therefore 
ought to be held as null and void. 

a difficulty presented on the part of the Sen- 
ate is, that itis carrying into an appropriation 
bill for the support of the Army independent legis- 
lation. Without going into an arrument upon 
that subject, | would barely say that it strikes 
me as somewhat remarkable that objections of 
that character should come from that body. The 
other appropriation bills were sent from the 
House to the Senate, free from everything like 
independent legis: ation, and yet, sir, not a single 
bill came back e us, | believe, without having 
ingrafted upon it, by the Senate, measures of in- 
dependent legish ition, and which were not re- 
quire -d to carry out any existing law. As an in- 
stance I will simply refer to the Post Office ap- 
propriation bill This House passed that bill 
upon the estimates of the Postmaster Gene ral, 
confining appropriations strictly to existing law 
There was nothing more embraced in its provis- 
ions, yet that bill came back loaded with inde- 
pendent legislation, even to the extent of provid- 
ing for a new contract for carrying the 
the Mississippi river to San Francisco, at an ex- 
pense of $500,000 per annum, and of giving to 
the mail carriers the right of preemption to one 
hundred and sixty acres of land at stations every 


+ ; g VI 
insisted upon, and finally 
thre Pres dent 


} 


te tme say 


ause the 


mail from 


ten miles on the entire route! Yet, sir, in the 
face of facts such as this, the Senate now be- 
comes fastidious about legislating on an appro- 


priation bill, and tells this House that it has been 
guilty of a great wrong simply in ; 
an appendage to the Army appr oe bill, 
that the Federal troops shall not be ed for the 


proposing as 


purpose of executing laws which that ‘body itself 


has proposed to repeal, and which I belie ve it i 
now, or soon will be, prepared to declare invalid 
by a separate and independent bill. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I wanta little inform- 
ation from the gentleman from Ohio. Is it not 
a fact, that in eve ry case in which the Senate have 
attac he d to an appropriation bill distinct legisla- 
tion, and the House have insisted that they should 
take it off, at the hazard of a defeat of the 
the Senate have agreed, in committee 
ence, to take it off? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


b vill ’ 
of confer- 


lated the 


these bi 


subsequent portion of 


anxious 


so than Lam, y 


the two Houses on 
cannot answer the 


conflicts between 
ls, and therefore I 


rentioman. 


“Mr. OBB. I have understood that such is 
ps * 
-P PHE LPS. The gentleman from Alabama 
is right. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Iam only speaking of the 
example the Senate has given us in reference to 


slation ingrafted upon our 
I riating money to carry out existing 
laws. They have sent bac k our bills with gen- 
ition attach d 


acts of independent] 
bills appror 


eral | 1s] 


,and asked us to pass them 


ith these amendments. And now, sir, because 
ie House insists on this proviso, which is not 
reneral lecisla 1, and simply restricts the use of 
the Army in the enforcement of laws which we 


invalid, we are ci 


Sition to put 


believe are iarged witha dispo- 
Crovernment. 

aker, | never will yield the 
in the validity of those 
the record which has been 
I am willing to go within the 
and right as far as the furthest 


an end to the 

For on » Mr. Spe 
point “ACG UIES! 
laws in the face of 
preented to us. 
bounds of justice 


of non “ence 


for the sake of concord, peace, harmony, and 
rood feeling between the different sections of this 
country; but, sir, | should be false to myself, false 

’ my constituents, and, I believe, false to my 
God, were I, tertaininge the views I have, in 
anv way, directly or indirectly, to indorse the 
enactme) oft the pretended Legislature of 
Kansas. 


I know, sir, the 


members of this 
to return to the ir home . 


body are 
, and none more 
there 18 a hope of 
Houses to an agreement I am 
willing to remain here. That there is a hope, 


3 lone as 


bringing the two 


through some committee of conference on the 
part of both Houses, which shall have jurisdic- 
t! yn over all these subj ets, I do believe; and he- 


lievinge that, and adjournment 
for the 
Territory of 
mast disastrous re- 
sults upon the true interests of the whole country, 
I shall remain*here ready to act in the discharge 
of my representative duties. I will oppose every 
motion to adjourn until the work for which we 
were sent here is fully accomplished. 

I now move that this House do further adhere 
to its disarreement to the amendment of the 
Senate; and upon that motion I demand the pre- 
vious question. [Cries of ** No!’ * No!”’] 

Mr. STEPHENS. lLask the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his motion for a mom«e nt. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will, retaining the floor 
in the mean time. 


believing that an 
of this body without givine some 
reat troubles w 
Kansas, 


remedy 
hich prevail in the 
would produce the 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I wish to know 
whether the gentleman from Ohio has the right 


to vield the flo 
and still retain possession of it? 
The SPEAKER. 
reneral ee of th 
Mr. H ARSHALL 
Mr.C: as SELL. 


for the previous que 


yr to the gentleman from Georgia, 
It can only be done by the 
he House. ; 
| obj et. 
i will withdraw the demand 
stion, retaining the floor 
simply to say, that | discover a disposition upon 
the part of ventliemen— - 
The SPEAKER. The 
will suspend for a moment. 
no qu be fore the 
from Ohio is speaking 
mittee of 


The gent 


rentleman from Ohio 
There is at 


pre vent 
House. 


The gentleman 
as chairman of the 
conference, and in the nature of 
leman from Georgia [Mr. 


stion 
com- 
a report. 
Sreruens] is 


entitled to submit a report from the same com- 
mittee, if he desires to do go. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I propose to arrange this 


matter. I think I observe 
the merits of the motion I have submitted, that 
the House further adhere. I certainly do not 
wish to muzzle any member. On the contrary, I 
do not know but some good may result from a 
discussion of the matter; and I am perfecily will- 
ing to open the door to discussion; and therefore, 
in order that gentlemen m ary have a full swing at 


a disposition to discuss 


I have not been upon the | || this matter, I withdraw the demand for the pre- 


various conference committees which have regu- |) vious question. 





Ce a 


i 
f 
ir 


8 oY eet ohare 
aes tuk 


—— 
eee 





lb Ale ie 


judgment upon the validity of the law. 


66 





a — = — 


Mr. STEPHENS. I do not propose to go into | 
any extended discussion of this question Iam 
very avxions that the House should come to a 
vote. I barely wish to say one or two things in 
reply to the gentleman from Ohio who has just | 
taken his seat, The gentleman says he will 
never consent to acknowledge the validity of the 
laws of the Territorial Legislature of Kansas; 
and that the proviso in his bill simply requires 
that none of the money appropriated in the bill 
shall be used for the enforcement of these laws 
until their validity is passed upon by Congress. 
Weil, sir, nobody proposes that either he or the 
House shall acknowledge the validity of these | 
laws. And I submit to that gentleman—I submit 
to the House, that it is not within our legitimate 

rovince, under the Constitution of the United 

States, to pass upon the validity of those laws. 
That is a matter which belongs to the courts. It 
is our business to pass and repeal laws, and not 
to judge of them. The law-making, the law- 


system are separate and distinct. We have got 
no more right—it is po more a part of our juris- 
diction—to say that no part of this money shall | 
be used in the enforcement or execution of the 
laws in Kansas, than it is to say that it shall not 
be used for the enforcement of the laws in Ne- 
braska, or in any other Territory or State of the 
United States. The validity of law is a question 
which everywhere, in the States, and in the 
Territories, is for the courts to determine. And 
the President of the United States cannot call out 
any military force in aid of the execution of any 
law but by the provisions of the act of 1795 or | 
that of 1807. And this he cannot do under either, 
until some competent court has passed judicial | 
Under 
the act of 1795, he may, under certain circum- 
stances, call out the militia; and under the act of 
1807, he may, under circumstances stated, call out 
the Army of the country; but only in execution | 
ofsome court process. The courts must always 
pass upon the validity of the law. The legisla- 
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the validity of the laws of Kansas than they have 
to pass upon the validity of existing ordinances 
of this city. 

In regard to the remark of the gentleman from 


i 


Ohio, that he submitted to the committee of con- | 


ference the simple proposition, that no part of the 
money should be used in aid of the execution of 
the laws of Kansas, | have this to say-—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think the gentleman mis- 
understood me. I stated that I first submitted 
the proposition the gentleman refers to as a part 
of the entire proposition I had to submit, and 
that having failed, [ did not deem it necessary to 
proceed further. 


Mr. STEPHENS. Very well; the gentleman 


asked the committee to consider what he an- || 


| nounced was only a part of the proposition he had 
| tosubmit. If that had been acceded to, it was clear | 
| that it would not have adjusted the difficulty. The 
gentleman would not submit it unless coupled | 
| with the remainder of his proposition, which was 
judging, and law-executing departments in our || 


not stated. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I submitted it as an inde- 


pendent proposition, the others having no direct 


| George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lak 











YEAS —Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Beli Hend 
8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom B : 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlije Coat 
‘ingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cop c 2 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowden’ 
Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk ell, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood. |’ 
Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 1. Harris, 

a 


Harrison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houggon, Jewer 
, 


e, Letcher, 


Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 


‘Marshall, Samuet 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Mc. 


Queen, Smith Miller, Milison, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pack» 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers’ 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel Ny 
Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens. 
Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail 
Walker, Warner, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams’ 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zoii,’ 
coffer—$7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, pig; 


|| Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis 


connection with it; and the reason why the re- | 


mainder of the proposition was not submitted 


| was, because the Senate committee having refused 
to accede to the first part of it, it would have 


been a waste of time to have proceeded further. 


Mr. STEPHENS. As the gentleman refers 


to what occurred in committee, I will say, that I | 


understood him very distinctly to submit a prop- 
osition to the committee, which, if the Senate 


| committee acceded to, was only a part of his 


tive, judicial, and executive powers are separate 1] 


and distinct. 

Now, sir, one part of the proviso attached to | 
this bill, to say nothing of the other monstrous 
features of it, is to the effect, that none of the 


money shall be expended in aid of the enforce- || 


ment of the laws of Kansas until the validity of | 
those laws shall have been passed upon by Con- 
gress — undil we usurp judicial funetions! Why, 
sir, Congress has got no such right. This House 
might pass a resolution, or this Congress, rather, 
might pass a law, declaring all those territorial 
Jaws invalid; and yet such a declaratory act could 
not affect or control the judgment of courts in 
deciding upon the rights of individuals under 
them. This principle is clearly settled by the 
Reerene Court of the United States in the case | 
of Fletcher and Peck, 
The only proper course to be taken, if the | 
validity of auana laws is questioned, is to take the 


case, as is provided in the organic act, to the || 


Supreme Court of the United States, where all 
laws passed by Congress, or under the authority 
of Congress, are to be passed upon. As the gen- 
tleman in front of me [Mr. Unperwoop] remarks, 
Congress might declare the laws to be invalid, 
and yet the Supreme Court be of the opinion 
that they are valid. In the case of Fletcher and 
Peck, the Supreme Court held the law to be valid, | 
though the Lasisbiaaes had declared that it was 
utterly void—never was valid. The only ques- 
tion is, whether these laws were passed by a 
properly-constituted law-making body? And | 
whether they were, or not, we have no right to | 
make any declaration as to their validity or inva- 
lidity. If they were properly and constitutionally 
passed, then any declaration upon the part of 
this House, or of Congress, in respect to their 
validity, can have no binding effect; aud if not, 
that is a question for the courts to determine. 
Why, sir, Congress might as well undertake 
to pass upon the validity of an ordinance of this 
city, They have the power to revoke the power 
of the corporate authorities of the city to pasa 


laws—they have the power to deprive them of all || 


municipal legislative functions whatever— but | 
they have no right to declare laws or ordinances 
passed by them, under authority previously con- | 
ferred, invalid; and, sir, I repeat that Congress | 
has no more constitutional power to pass upon | 


proposition, only a part of something else which 
was kept back. 


Now, in regard to the remark of the gentle- | 


man, that the Senate have attached matters of in- | 


dependent legislation to other appropriation bills: 
as was remarked by the gentlemen from Alabama, 
{Mr. Coss,] the Senate have never, since I have 
been in Congress, made a point upon the House 
upon any such amendments, when we have in- 
sisted upon striking them out. 
legislation outside of the legitimate sphere of ap- 
propriation bills has frequently been incorporated 
in such bills when no objection has been made; 
but if objection has been made, the Senate have 
never assumed the attitude of stopping the 


wheels of Government, unless their amendments || 


of this character were agreed to by the House. 
I submit, in conclusion, that if gentlemen want 
to legislate for Kansas, or if they wish to usurp 


| the power of passing upon the validity of exist- 





-ing laws there, they should do it in a separate 
bill, and not assume the position of striking down | 


the Army, and arresting the operations of Gov- 
ernment, unless their wishes are incorporated 


-improperly in this appropriation bill. The duty 


and obligation resting upon us to make the ap- 
propriations to meet current liabilities under ex- 
isting laws, all admit. The Senate is willing to 
discharge this duty. Let us discharge our duty 
on this point on which we are’ all agreed, and 
leave other matters to their proper course. 

But, sir, I said that 1 would not detain the 
House with an argument. I move that the House 
recede from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate, and ask the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, Mr. SIM- 
MONS, and others, appealed to Mr. Stepuens 
to withdraw the demand. [Loud cries of ‘* No!’’ 
** No!” “Do not withdraw!’’] 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. It seems to me, that 


the committee of conference, in insisting upon | 


the previous question, after having themselves 
spoken, assume a rather curious position. 

Mr. ORR. Is debate in order? If not, I ob- 
ject to it. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the call for the previous question, inas- 
much as it was withdrawn for his benefit. I wish 
to make a very few remarks upon the question. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 1 do not withdraw the 


|| call. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

The question now being first upon the motion 
to recede, 

Mr. EDIE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. StepHens’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
97, nays 100; as follows: 


It is true, that | 





D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Coy. 
ins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Days 
Dean, De Witt, Dick. Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Eqje’ 
Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gitber;’ 
Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Hortoy’ 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Know). 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Kj. 
lian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nor. 
tou, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perit, 


| Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 





| ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, 


Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stantop 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader Cc 
Washiburne, Elliku B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 


Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth— 100, 
So the House refused to recede. 
Pending the above call, 


Mr. BOCOCK stated that his colleague, Mr, 
Kipwe 1, had paired off with Mr. Purviance— 


| both being unwell, and unable to attend the sit- 


ting of the House. 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Brooks. 

Mr. BENSON said: Mr. Speaker, I have re- 
ceived a letter from my colleague, [Mr. Peray,| 
desiring me to say that he had paired off with 
Mr. Burnett. 

Mr. BURNETT. Itis true that Mr. Perry and 
myself paired off on the way from here, in case 
there should be an extra session—neither of us 
knowing at that time that there would be one. 
On leaving Columbus, Mr. Caruruers, who had 
paired off with Mr. Saerman, and was to be sub- 
stituted only for some one present, gave me a 
memorandum of power when I[ returned here— 
Mr. SHermMan al myself being present—to pair 
him off with Mr. Perry. I informed Mr. Bey- 
son of this fact. 

Mr. BENSON. I made the announcement at 
the request of my colleague, supposing that the 
gentleman from Kentucky would make the state- 
ment to the House that he has just now made. 

[Cries of ** All right.’’] 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL stated that Mr. Vatr, 
who was unwell, and unable to attend, had paired 
off with his colleague, Mr. Bayarp Ciarke, and 
would probably not be present again this ses- 
sion. 

Mr. BRANCH stated that he had received « 
letter from his colleague, Mr. Reape, in which 
that gentleman informs him that he has been pre- 
vented by ill health from taking his seat during 
the present session. 

Mr. BARCLAY stated that if he had been 

resent when his name was called he should 
oe voted **no.”” 

The question recurred on the motion that the 
House do further adhere to-its disagreement to 
the Senate amendment; and being taken, it was 


| decided in the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 97; as 
| follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Bal!, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbeil, 
Lewis D. Cainpbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, ‘Timothy 
Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durtce, 
Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thoma. R. Horton, 
Howard, Hugliston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Kuow!- 
atteson, MeCarty, 
Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Traiton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washbum, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood worth—101. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, Jobn P, Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, 


185 


— 
clingm' 
Craige, 
Fdamun 
Florence 
Morriso 
[larrisO 
George 
Lindley 
Marsha 
Queen, 
Peck, I 
Ruffin, 
A. Sm 
puens, 
wood, 
Williar 
and ZO 
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clingman, ‘Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, i eis 


Ce 


‘>. Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, 


Yr nundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
i eal Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. | 


Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hlarrison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 


George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, 
Lin iiey, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Mc- 


Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver,Orr, Packer, 
peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitunan, Ricaud, Rivers, 
Rufin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
4, Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Ste- 
nh n _ Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Under- 
= vod. Vail, Walker, Warner, Wells, Whee ier, Whitne Y; 
Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. 


Sad po 
and Z ollicoffer—97. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to recon- 
si she r the vote just taken, and also move that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Idemand the yeas and 
nays on the latter motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was hahah and it was dec nided i in 
the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 94; as follows 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Bare ‘i iy, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coliax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
Davis. Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, 
Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- 
bert. Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hollow 
ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Maee, Matteson, Mc 
Carty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, | 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth-—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas-J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, | 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, 
{ Walkerg Warner, Wheeler, Williams, 


Kelly, Lake, Letcher, 
Marshall, Humphrey 
Maxwell, MceMullin, Mc- 


Underwood, Vail, 
Wiusiow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zolli- 
cotler—94. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, stated that his col- | 
league, Mr. Eneiisn, was detained at home by 
reason of severe sickness in his family. 


HEIRS OF GENERAL ST. CLAIR. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The House knows 


that for the last five months my whole time has | 
bees devoted to the public business. Since the | 

ening of this Congress I have not asked the 

ouse to pass a single private bill. ‘Therefore I | 
trust that there will be no objection to what 1 am 
now about to ask. There is on the Private Cal- 
endar a bill for the relief of some very meritorious 
constituents of mine. It has passed the Senate. 
It is for the relief of the heirs of Major General | 
Arthur St. Clair. I ask that that bill be brought | 
before the House, and put on its passage. 

Mr. LETCHER. The Army appropriation 
bill is more important than all others, and I 
obje ct. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to state to the | 


gentleman from Virginia, that Major General || 


Arthur St. Clair was a distinguished officer of 
the Revolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to debate, 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I move that when 
the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
disagreed to. 


Mr. HICKMAN. 
how adjourn. 
DELAY IN THE FOLDING ROOM. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion until I can submit a report 
from the Committee on Printing on a matter re- 
ferred to that committee yesterday. 


I move that the House do 





Wright, John V. Wright, | 


ray, Thomas R. Hor- || 
Knight, | 


Israel Washburn, Welch, || 


Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley | 
Branch, Broom, Bur- | 


Harrison, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, | 


Lt whhdoues the motion for 


that purpose. 
Mr. NICHOLS. Yesterday the House re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on Printing a reso 


a 


| Mr. HICKMAN. 
| 


uuon 
| to inquire into the cause of the delay in envelop- 
|| ing and folding documents in the folding room of 
the House, and to re port by resolution or other- 
| wise. The committee have accordingly investi- 
|| gated the matter and ascertained that the cause 
of the delay was the exhaustion of the wrapping- 
| paper, and that the Commit 1 Accoun 
taken action to remedy the evil. Iam therefor 
directed to report back the resolution, and move 
|| that it be laid upon the table, turther action on 
the part of the committee being deemed unneces- 
sary. , 
The resolution was laid on the table. 


ERROR IN ENROLLMENT. 
(| Mr.DAVIDSON. Mr.Speaker, I rise to move 


the passage of a bill from the Senate, which cor- 
rects an error made in the enrollment of a bill 
passed at the last session. Two paragraphs, 
| which had been agreed to by both Houses, were 
| inadvertently omitted; and | lope there will be 
| no objection to correcting the mistake. The 
House has already agreed to the passage of 
| private bills whic h were lost amid the confusion 
|| of the last hours of the last session. The 
take in the bill may be ascribed to the Committee 
{1 on Enrolled Bills, and unless it be now corrected 


the committee may be unjustly reflected on. 


| The House knows that the 


ts” have 


mis- 


Committee on En- 
| rolled Bills have done all they could to perfect their 

| bills, and I hope gentlemen will notobject. Lask 
{| | that the bill may be re ported, 

The bill, which was read, after reciting that 

| two seve ral clauses—one making an a ppropri l- 
tion of $86,000 for comple ting the marine hospital 
| at Cincinnati, and another making an appropria- 
] tion of $13,401 30 for 
> || 


| 


in nproving the battery, 

| W ashington street, and the road-way around the 

custom-house at San Francisco—were omitted in 
|| the enrollment of the bill making appropriations 
|| for certain civil expenses of the Government, for 
| the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, appro- 
| priates the sums above © mentions 
| aforesaid. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object to taking up that 
| bill, and I move that the House take a recess until 
|| two o’clock. 
| The SPEAKER. The motion is in order only 
| by unanimous consent. 
|| Mr. DAVIDSON. I want to make one remark. 
] I again appeal to members of the House, and IT 


J forthe purposes 


*LOB 


or take any advantage at all; but until th 


|| hope they will bear with me, while I ask them td | 


|| reflect for a moment upon the diligence used by 
| the members of that committee. They know that, 
| within the last eight hours of the session forty 
|| bills were passed. They know that within that 
|| time also, the subject of the disagreement of the 
two Elouses was brought up, and within that 
time all these bills had to be examined ang re- 
| ported by the committee. The bill was passed 
| with those two items in it; but by mistake, in the 
| hurry and confusion of the moment, they were 
omitted in the enrollment of the bill. Now, I 
| appeal to my friend from Pennsylvania, and to 
\|every gentleman in the House, to allow the bill 
| to correct the mistake, to be taken up and 
assed. 
|| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I desire 
\| to say to my colleague [Mr. Hickman] that I 
| wac the chairman of the committee of conference 
1 
1} 
| 


| on that bill, and that we did report to agree to 
those two amendme ‘nts of the Senate, but they 

| were omitted in the enrollment in the hurry of the 
moment. Itis clearly a clerical mistake, and I 
| hope my colleague will withdraw his objection, 


|| Mr. HICKMAN. I withdraw my objection. 
|| Mr, EUSTIS. - I renew the objection. 
| Mr. DAVIDSON. I would say to the gentle- 
| man from Louisiana that, by that obje ction, he 
|indorses a reflection upon my diligence, and 
| know he does not desire to do that. I hope he 
| will withdraw it. 
| Mr. H. MARSHALL. 


| the contract between the two Houses, that those 
items should pass; and good faith requires that 
| we should pass the bill as it was agreed u ape by 
1 the committee of conference to the two Houses. 


Mr. EUSTIS. I donot understand the science 





——————— 


I. OF 


— ee ——— 


of these agreements of the two Houses, as | have 
seen them carried out in several instances here, 
I do not desire to commit a breach of good faith, 
is Army 
ind to pass 


bill is pass 
it—I shall « 
Mr. CA MP B E LL, of Pen: sylvania. I rise to 


a point of ord: The o.jection of the gentleman 


1—s and ‘thi s House is bot 


from Louisiana came too tate. The only gentle- 
m who d was my coll ir. Hick- 
MAN. | 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Louis- 
il objected 3 tum 


Mr. EUSTIS. Ri 


presentations which have 
been mace 


to me by friends upon all sides induce 
me to withdraw mV objection. 

No further objection being made, the bill was 
ordered to be read 
FIRS 0 een Tee Pe sed 


Mr. AM PBELL.. of Ohio, moved to F 


a third time; and having been 


con-" 

sider the ote by which the ed, and 

iso aibeal to lav the motion to ree nD r upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


RECESS. 
Mr. HICKMAN. I now move that 
take a recess until one o’clock. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia I move that the 


the House 


House adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The qui stion was put Spar Mr. Hickman’s 
motion; and it was agreed t 

The aie accord ingly (at twelve o’cloc k,m ) 
took a recess until gene o ‘clock. 

The House reassembled at one o’clock, in pur- 


suance of its previous order. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on 


truly f nroll al i b 1] 
} il é 


Enrolled 
and resolu- 
when the Speaker 


bills, report a as 
tion of the following tith 
signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 463) to s1 
the enrollment of a certai 

A resolution (S. R. No. 22) aut 
purchase and tion to the Brit ish 
ment of the ship Resolute, late of the 
Navy. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, bv 
Asspury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No 


ipply an omission in 
» bill; ai 
horizing the 
Govern- 


British 


restora 


465) fixing the times of holding, in the State of 


Delaware, the election of a Representative in the 
Congress of the United States; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Iask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table the bill just sent from the Senate, in order 
that it may be referred to the Committee 
Judiciary. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to taking it up. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lilinois. 1 move that 
the House take a recess until half past two. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. | object to it; and ask that 


on the 


the House proceed to the ordinary business of 


Congress. 
The SPEAKER. 
objection being made, 


Mr. WASHBURNE. " 


The motion is not in order; 


Then I move that when 


ithe House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Mon- 


| and allow the bill to correct the error to pass. *.| 


| 


I would say to the 
| gentleman from Louisiana that it was a part of | 


| 


day next. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
nays upon that motion. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
“The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 26, nays 147; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Barclay, 


I demand the yeas and 


Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Fizra Clark, Colfax, Cragin, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, 
Durfee, Howard, Alexander K. Marshall, Millward, Mor 
gan, Pennington, Ritchie, Savage, Sherman, Spinner, Stan 
ton, Tappan, Thorington, Waldron, Eliihu B. Washburne, 
Welch, and Wood—26. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Ben- 
son, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, 
Buffinton, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Claw 
son, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Dam 
rell, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Emrie, 
Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, 
Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Har- 
rison, Haven, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Houston, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelley, 
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Kelsey, Knope, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samuel S&S. Marshall, Mattecon, McMullin, McQueen, Kil bs 
lian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, 
Peck, Pettit, Pheips, Pike, Powell, Pringle, Quitman, Ri- 
eand, Rivers, Rovbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, San- 
didge, Sapp, Scott, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A, Smith, 
Wiliam Smith, William R. Sinith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew 





art. Stranahan, Talbou, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Underwood, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Wells, Wheeler, 


Whitney, Wiliams, Winslow, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—147. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 
Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. McMULLIWN stated that Mr. Exvuiorrt had | 


left the Hall on account of indisposition. 
Mr.QUITMAN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 


Mr. COBS8, of Georgia. I ask the unanimous 


“consent of the House to take a recess until three 


o’clock. 

Mr. WALEER. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I hope we shall 
not adjourn until we ascertain whether the Senate 
will agree to our proposition to adjourn sine dieat 
three o’clock to-day. 

Mr. COBB asked the yeas and,nays on the 
motion to adjourn. ; 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. QUITMAN withdrew the motion. 

Mr. COBB asked unanimous consent to take a 
recess until half past two o’clock. 

Mr. W ALKER obj ected, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohto, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. KUNKEL demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL withdrew the motion. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Coss, by unani- 
mous consent, (at twenty-two minutes past one 
o'clock.) the House took a recess until half past 
two o’clock, p. m. 


The Llouse again reassembled at half past two | 


o’clock. 

Mr. WALKER moved that there be a call of 
the Llouse 

Mr. WHEELER moved that the House ad- 
jouru, 

Mr. BARCLAY moved that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. STEPHENS demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the latter motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 27, nays 154, as follows: 

YRAS — Messrs. Barclay, Billingburst, Bishop, Bliss, 
Ezra Clark, Coliax, Henry Winter Davis, De Witt, Durtee, 
Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Grow, Howard, Lake, Alexander K. 


Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Pelton, Pennington, Ritchie, | 


Savage, 
B. Washburne, and Wood—27. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Ball, 
Barbour, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, 


Spinner, Stanton, Thorington, Waldron, Ellibu 


Benson, Bingham, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Brenton, But- | 


finton, Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee. Clawson, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, 
Covode, Cox, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, 
Damrell, Davidson, ‘Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, 
Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Ful 

ler, Galloway, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, 
Harlin, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
1,. Harris, Harrison, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Koox, Kunkel, Leiter, Leteher, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, MeCarty, McMuitlin, 
MeQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, 
Powell, Pringle, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, Rob- 
erts, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, 


Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William | 


Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafion, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, 
Weibrigge, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Israe! Washburn, Welch, Wells, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John 
V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—154. : 


So the House refused to adjourn over until 


Monday. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. CARLILE stated, that if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called, he 
should have voted ** no.’’ 

Mr. WALKER moved to reconsider the vote 


ij 


Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order to move that 
there be a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. That motion is already 
pending; but there are two motions which take 
re sede nee, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Alabama will withdraw his 
and allow me to have up a bill which, I 
suppose, the House may pass in half an hour. 
I mean the bill reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means for revising the tariff. [Laugh- 
ter. : 

Mr. ORR. 


motion, 


aKken 


I rise to a question of order. I 


order, for the reason, that the motion to adjourn 
over may be reé peate d as often as any member 
may choose to repeat it. 

‘The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn over 
having been this moment negatived, it is not 
competent for the gentleman from Alabama to 
renew the motion. 
that the motion to reconsider is in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


j 
| 


submit that the motion to reconsider is not in | 


The Chair, therefore, decides | 


I move to lay the motion | 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 44; as follows: 
YEAS -—— Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barbour, Henry Ben- 


nett, Benson, Bishop, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, | 
Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Carlile, | 
Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. | 
W. Cobb, Comins, Covode, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cum- |) , oa ' 
|| law, but, according to our joint rule, a bill js 


back, Damretl, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, 
Dodd, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Faulkner, Flor- 
ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Goode, Granger, 


|| Greeuwood, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 


Hickman, Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Howard, 
Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kelsey, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, 
MeMullin, MeQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Millward, Morrill, Mott, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Powell, Quitman, 
Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, Sapp, Scott, 
Sberman, Samuel A. Sinith, Stewart, Stranahan, ‘Talbott, 
Tappan, Taylor, Thurston, ‘Todd, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, 
Israel Washburn, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zol- 
licoffer—114. 
NAYS — Messrs. Akers, Allison, Barclay, Hendley S. 
Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Cadwalader, John P. Camp- 
| bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Cragin, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, 
Grow, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Holloway, Knapp, Lake, Morgan, 
Norton, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Pringle, Ritchie, 
Sabin, Savage, Seward, Simmons, William R. Smith, Spin- 
|| ner, Thorington, T'yson, Waldron, Walker, and Eliihu B. 
| Washburne—44. 


* So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

Tho question then recurred upon the motion 

that the House adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. I understand that the Senate have 

gone into executive session. I hope the House 
| will adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon, (at 
| ten Minutes past three o’clock,) the House ad- 
| journed until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 
| 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, August 29, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Steruen P. Hit. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
before the Senate is the motion of the Senator 
| from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,]} that the Senate 


adhere to their amendment to the bill (H.R. No. || 


153) making appropriations for the support of 


the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, | 


A857, on which the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
Bet] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to suggest to the 


| Senator from Tennessee, that he can deliver his | 


remarks on the resolution ofthe Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Crayron,] upon which other 
gentlemen have been delivering their views, and 
allow us to send this bill to the House. Weare 
very anxious to get it to the House to-day. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I understand that 





the resolution of the Senator from Delaware has | 


been disposed of; but ddo not wish to interpose 
to obstruct the wishes of a majority of the Senate. 


by which the House refused to adjourn until || I desire to suggest, however, to the honorable 


Monday next, and on that motion demanded the 
yeas and nays. 


! 


j 


Senator from Virginia, and to the Senate gener- 


| : 
\ ally, that I do not see that there is any particular 





| 
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use in taking the question immediately on adher 
ence, or any demand upon us, in the ordinary 
course of proceeding, to come to a vote upon it 
at once. You will excuse me, therefore, for a ¢; . 
words. If I am wrong, I shall submit with +), 
greatest cheerfulness to the suggestions of those 
who have considered the subject better, Th * 
is no danger that the bill can becomea Jaw by 
any omission of the Senate to come toa vote of 
adherence. It seems to me that is not the usual 
mode in which one branch of two correlative 
members of a Legislature expects to secure a eon. 
currence in its sentiments from the other branch 
If, however, there is any expectation that the 
Senate, by taking a vote now, which will sic. 
nify its determination, may hasten the favoraljo 
action of the other House on that subject, | shal 
submit. 

Mr. HUNTER. My impression is, that jt 
will hasten the sending of a new bill to the Sen. 
ate. Pthink the Senate ought now to adhere, to 
show its opinion, so that the House may act 
with a knowledge of its opinion in relation to 
these provisoes. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I suggest that the 
Senate has it still in its power to insist, and ask 
for another conference; and even after an adher- 
ence a conference may be asked, according to 
many precedents in parliamentary usage, pot 
only in England, but I think in this country also, 

Mr. HUNTER. Our joint rule differs from 
the parliamentary law in that respect. The Sen- 
ator is undoubtedly right as to the parliamentary 


dead when each House has adhered. You ean- 


| not ask for a conference after both Houses haye 
| adhered. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Suppose the Senate 
should find that, by reviving this bill at the 
present session, there would be a prospect of ihe 
House concurring in it without the proviso, 
should we not by an adherence now lose that 
proviso? Lam not so familiar now as | was at 
one time with the rules of proceeding of the two 
Houses; but it seems to me that, after the two 


| Houses have acted upon any measure, whether 
| of greater or less importanee, and after confir- 


ences—the usual course of parliamentary pro- 
ceeding in order to secure a concurrence of opin- 
ion—each House adheres, the bill is lost; and 
then there is another parliamentary law which 
may be interposed, that you cannot revive the 
same bill during the session. I should like to 
hear what the Senator from Virginia has to say 
on that point. 3 

Mr. HUNTER. I will say to the Senate that 
the House of Representatives will find no such 
difficulty, for a very slight alteration in the bill— 


|}amere change of the sum appropriated—would 


| gestion was acceded to. 


| 


make it a new bill. I have no doubt another bill 
will be introduced there as soon as we have acted 
upon this; but until we have acted on this, they 
may not do so. Some may suppose that we may 
give way. ‘They want to know our determina- 
tion in regard to this bill before they act. It 
seems to me, under the circumstances, there can 
be but one determination, that of adhering. | 
think we had better adhere at once, and let the 
House know our determination, so that they may 
introduce a new bill, or take such other action as 
they may think proper. I do not mean to inter- 
fere with the remarks of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, because they can come in upon the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
one further inquiry of my friend from Virginia. 
My friend from Louisiar the other day sug- 
gested an expedient, which I thought was a new 
move in parliamentary tactics, to take the ques- 
tion, and then debate it afterwards. His sug- 
Now I understand that 
the motion of my friend from Delaware has been 
disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe it is still up. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It has been laid 
upon the table. . 

Mr. HUNTER. We can take it up. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The bill of the dis- 


tinguished Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crit- 

TENDEN] has not been taken up for consideration. 

| I wish to say now, that when I rose yesterday, 
it was with no view of making what is called, in 

the Senate, a speech, though sometimes I fall 

f makitig a speech when I do not 


into the habit o 
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mplate it. 


, such view; I meant to express my strong 
on and judgment that the Senate ought not 


to adjourn in the present condition of this.) 


dof the country. IT am very happy to be 


rmed that such ap pears to be the sentiment | 


majority of the Senate. 

| have no disposition to detain the Senate from 
vote. If, in the judgme nt of gentlemen who 
ve considered this matter more than I have, 
the result of adhering now will be to expedite the 
concurrence of the two Houses in final action on 
subject, | shall waive any privilege which I 
have of saying a few words now, even if 
’ was no question behind this on which I 
could express my opinions. I decline to go into 

the debate on that ground. 
For my own part, however, I doubt whether 
n adherence even now is the proper course. It 
in expression of settled determination on the 
part of the Senate. L was not aware of the strict- 
ness of the rule by which a bill necessarily falls 


when there is an adherence by both Houses; but || 


being now informed of it, [ am the more strongly 
lined not to vote for an adherence. I hope | 


shall be excused for not voting for that motion, || 


though | coneur mainly in the grounds on which | 
Senate has acted hitherto in regard to the 
danger of the precedént. Now, sir, I trust my 
friend from Virginia will see that I am not dis- 
posed to trespass on the Senate. 
Mr. HUNTER. 1 am very much obliged to | 
the enator. 


» PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question | 


is On "the motion of the Senator from Virginia, | 
that the Senate adhere to its amendment. 
Mr. SEWARD. I repeat—if not necessary 
‘e, it may be elsewhere—that my colleague 
\Ir. Fisu] has paired off with the Senator from 
Alabama, |Mr. Firzearrick,] and | have paired 
off with the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 'Toomss. } 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 32, nays 6; as follows: x 


Y EAS—Messts. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Benjamin Biges, 
Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Crit- 
cemiies Dodge, Douglas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iver- 
son, Joonson, Joues of Teunessee, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, 
Puch, Reid, Sebastian, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 
Weller, Wright, and Yulee—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Durkee, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Trum- 
bull, and Wade—6. 


So the motion to adhere was agreed to. 
SAN FRANCISCO VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Irise to present a memorial, 
addressed to the Senate of the United States 
through me, for the purpose of asking interven- 
tion in behalf of the Hon. David S. Terry, one 
of the judges of the supreme court of the State 
of Culiformia. It is understood in Texas, from 
which State he emigrated to California, that he is 
peculiarly and unfortunately circumstanced in the 
iter State, owing to the revolutionary move- 
ments in San Francisco; and his friends in Texas, 
the most respectable citizens in our community, 
are desirious that the Federal Government should 
interpose in his behalf, as far as it can consistently 
with its constitutional functions. It is sufficient 
evidence of the deep and intense interest felt in 
regard to his fate by the citizens of Texas, that 
their Legislature have solemnly memorialized the 
Congress and the Executive of the United States 
to iuterpose for his liberation. 
ate to consider what direction shall be given to 
his memorial. I have discharged my duty. I 
assure the Senate, that [feel for this gentleman 
all the respect dee to an honorable man, who was 
an ornament to our community. 
Mr. BROWN. I desire to add to what my 
friend from ‘Texas has said, as an act of justice 
to an old schoolmate and friend, that, in my opin- 
ion, a more honorable man never breathed the air 
of heaven than David S. Terry. I have known 
him from his infancy; | knew his parents before 
him; | knew all his connections; and, if there is 
pot or blemish on his character anywhere, it has 
escaped the scrutiny of the people among whom 
he was born and reared, 
‘he PRESIDENT pro tempore. What dispo- 
ton does the Senator from Texas propose to 
make of the memorial ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move that it be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Before the memo- 


t 
( 


c:t 


rial is disposed of, I wish to say that I have in || 


‘When I rose camper] I had my my pocket Q “a. lotion on othe. subject to w hic h it 


refers, from a respected friend in whom I have 
| the greatest confidence. It is too long to ask for 
its reading to the Senate, and I am not certain 
that that course would be proper; but as the 
question to which it relates is a most momentous 
| one, which may soon be presented to the Execu- 
tive, and possibly to Congress, I beg leave to say 
that this gentleman gives to Deen S. Terry, one 
of the supreme judges of C alifornia, precisely 
the character given by this memorial, and by the 
| two members who have addressed the Senate. 
He says that Judge Terry is a most estimable 
gentleman, of high principles, respected by all 
his friends and acquaintances, with such a fair 
character that his friends are disposed to go great 
lengths, and almost to sacrifice themselves to 
sustain him. The situation in which he is 
| placed has excited the deepest interest for him 
| among a large portion of the members of the so- 
| called Vigilance Committee, and the communit y 
generally. 

The writer expresses the opinion, that but for 
| the judge’s impulsive ness, a feature of his charac- 
| ter which his friends have never, or at least ve ry 
seldom, been able to control —that committee 
would have been dissolved before this letter was 
written. The writer takes the deepest interest 
| in his preservation. He says, and adduces facts 
| and circumstances to sustain him, that there was 
no party interest originally connected with the 
formation of the Vigilance Committee in San 
Francisco, and no disloyal sentiment, especially 
none with regard to the Government of the United 
States; but an attempt was afterwards made to 
give it a party comp lexion, and proofs are re- 
ferred to in order to show that there is really no 
foundation for it. 2 

The object of this communication to me was 
that, when the question should be presented either 
in Congress or before the Executive, | might, if 
1 had the opportunity, interpose the representa- 
tions of this gentleman, who, although not a 
member of the committee, sy mpathize s with it, 
but sympathizes with the greater interests con- 
nected with the preserv: ation of that community, 
and its connection with this Government, and 
who especially deprecates, in the strongest man- 
ner, any collision between the Federal authorities 
or any hostile acts, for the preservation of what 
is called law and order in San Francisco. 

Mr. WELLER. Will the Senator name the 
writer? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not wish to 
do it if my friend will excuse me; but I can rely 
on his authority as disinterested, and especially 
because he pronounces the highest eulogy on 
David S. Terry. He regards it as the rreatest 
calamity in its effects which could happen to Cali- 
fornia, that David S. Terry became involved in 
the defense of some person, which compelled the 
committee to have him arrested and put in prison. 
He expresses to me the belief that, if that event 
had not happened, the committee would have 
been dissolved in a few days afterwards. Every 
sensible man will see that, when a man of his 
deservedly high standing in the community, and 
unimpeachable integrity and patriotism, was 
directed by a determined and impulsive will, no 
| prudential counsel could restrain his action; and 
| yet the gentleman who writes this letter, and 


It is for the Sen- * others of influence who cooperate with him, are 


determined that not a hair of his head shall be 
disturbed. 
It has been stated here already that the con- 
| tingency has not arisen when the Executive is 
obliged to interfere. It may become his duty to 
exercise his constitutional power; but if there 
ever was a question in which it might be made 
matter of deliberation and reflection, how prompt- 
ly it should be complied with, [ think there never 
was a time when the maxim, “ festina lente,’’ 
could be more appropriately applied, and [ should 
tremble for the consequences. If these difticul- 
ties should continue until the Ist of January, 
when the Legislature meets, and the President 
should be called upon to interpose, | should trem- 
ble for the consequences. I believe there is no 
disloyalty in the feelings of that people. This 
convulsion is one of the results of the practical 
existence of free institutions, and especially under 
the circumstances in which that community has 


been collected and assembled together in the form | 
of a civilized society. These uprisings against || 


| my friend from Mississippi [Mr. 


a government of law are the fruits of the enjoy- 
ment of civil liberty. We have felt them in many 
other sections of this country, from the pe riod of 
its early settleme to this time 

I have felt myself called upon by the daties, 
not only of private friendship, but of public obli- 
gation, to interpose these rewarks on the first 
oceasion when the question arose, I must say, 
that if the President should b« 
the manner prescribed by the Constitution, to 
repress this committee by the military force of 
the United States, I should consider that the con- 
flict would be appalling, and the result might be 
the separation of that nascent empire from this 
of ours on the Atlantic. What would be its ulti- 
mate consequences to this country I am not pre- 
pared to say, and I do not mean to enter into 
them; but [think we ought to proceed cautiously, 
wisely, prudently. On thewhole, I am for main- 
taining the Pacific coast as a part of this great 
Confederacy, and I think, therefore, we should 
procee d with great caution in view of the two cir- 
cumstances which I have mentioned—the blood- 
shed which would necessarily ensue in all proba- 
bility, and the remote consequences of a separa- 
tion. I believe, from what | have heard, that 
there is not the slightest pretense for saying there 
is any spirit of disloyalty in California to- da iy. I 
would not hasten it, and I can see great difficul- 
ties in the position of that committee at this time. 
I believe, as stated by the writer of this letter, 
that but for the arrest and proceedings in the case 
of David S. Terry, the committee would have 
ceased to exist, in face of the opposition of the 
authorities of California. 

Mr. WELLER. Iam sorry that the observa- 
tions of the Senator from Tennessee have made 
it necessary for me to say anything on this sub- 


% 5s 
called upon, in 


ject. I do not propose to discuss it heré; but 


when I return home next month | intend to 
discuss it before the people of California. I simply 
desire to say now, in answer to the Senator from 
Tennessee, that 1 do not entertain the opinion 
that the Vigilance Committee would have been 
disbanded but for the imprudence and arrest of 
Judge Terry. I believe, sir, that, after having 
proceeded so far as they had in the execution of 
two men, and in the deportation of ten or fifteen 
persons who were obnoxious to them in the city 
of San Francisco, it was their intention to go still 
further. They had then gone so far that it was 
difficult to recede. Iam satisfied that they are 
fast becoming a political organization, which is 
to be wielded for political purposes; that they 
have five thousand men under arms, and that 
they will remain in their present position until 
the presidential election is over. This they will 
now do, whatever their original intention may 
have been. By each mail we are informed that 
they are about to disband, but I no longer place 
reliance on their statements. 

If the remarks of the Senator from Tennessee 
were calculated to produce any impression, it 
was, that the imprudence of Judge Terry had 
continued in operation the Vigilance Committee. 
This isunjust. lam not aware that Judge Terry 
was guilty of any imprude nee —certainly none 
which could jusufy his arrest. I have known 
him for some years, in the State of California, as 


| one of the most high-mmded and honorable men 


within the limits of that State, and | can safely 
indorse efery word which has been uttered by 
Brown] in 
regard to him. He is warm and ardent in his 
feelings, and may be excitable, but he is, never- 
theless, a prudent man. He desired, in his offi- 
cial capacity, to aid those who were attempting 
to maintain the supremacy of the laws. It was 
a part of his constitution: ul duty toexert the whole 
of his moral influence in maintaining the consti- 
tution which he had sworn to support. 

Now, Mr. President, whether they are all loyal 
to the k ‘ederal Government or not, ! shall not 
undertake to say, but [ will say this, there are 
men in the State of California who are not Joyal 
to the Federal Government. There are men in 
that State who have been openly advocating a 
secession from this Union. Although | regard 
it es a high compliment for the Senator from 
Tennessee to say that all my constituents are 
loyal, I am not ready to indorse it. 
some there who are disloyal. I hope they may 
be few in numbers. I have no doubt the Presi- 
dent of the United States will exercise his fuil 
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power under the Constitution to prevent the 
continuance of the existing state of things. The 
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Ctovernor of California sent on two commis- | 


sioners making requisition on the President, not 
for Federal troops, but for arms and ammunition 
to assist in sustaining the supremacy of the State 
government. ‘The Governor failed in his requi- 
sition to state the fact, that it was impossible to 
convene the Legislature. The Senate knows that 
the President can only furnish arms, ammunition, 
or Federal troops, to put down insurrection, on 
the requisition of the Governor of a State, when 
the Legislature cannot be convened. ‘This fact 
was not stated by the Governor, and, therefore, 
his application was declined. [ find, on looking 
at the jaw, that the Legislature of California fixed 
upon the first Wednesday of September as the 
regular time for the election of our State officers. 
In 1852, in order to save expense, they passed a 
law, providing that, in every leap year, when the 
presidential! election takes place, the State election 
should be held on the same day with the presiden- 
tial election. They failed, however, to make any 
provision for the vacancy between September and 
November. So that from the first Wednesday 
of September until the presidential election, there 
will be an interregnum when no Legislature can 
be convened, and, therefore, the President of the 
United States will have full authority under the 
Constitution to furnish arms and ammunition on 
the request of the Governor to put down insurrec- 
tion. I will not continue this discussion further. 

Mr. BELL, of ‘Tennessee. I hope it is under- 
stood that I did not detract from Judge Terry. 
i expressly said that the writer of the letter to 
which I referred had the highest personal esteem 
for him, but thought he was imprudent. In 
that one particular only does he differ from the 
statement of the honorable Senators from ‘Texas, 
Mississippi, and California. He thought he was 
imprudent, rash, and impulsive. In this connec- 
tion I will advert to one fact. The Senatorfrom 
California spoke of Judge ‘Terry using his moral 
influence; but it must be considered that he inter- 
posed with a deadly weapon when he was not 
attacked himself. 

Mr. WELLER. That is notthe fact. Judge 
Terry had a weapon in his hand, and an attempt 
was made by a man to wrest it from him. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But he was pro- 
tecting a person whom the police of the commit- 
tee were in pursuit of; but L will not go into that 
matter. ‘The only object which I had in view 
was to show the high character of Judge Terry, 
and to explain some of the circumstances which, 
as | understood, were connected with the trans- 
action. 

Mr. HOUSTON, The direction which has 
been given to the memorial will supersede the 
necessity of further remark, For the purpose of 
having it deliberadely considered by one of the 
most sage and wise committees of the body, I 
have thought proper to move to refer it to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Undoubtedly I 
regard that as very proper. I think we ought to | 
consider it; but | wanted to guard against the 
idea, that Congress or the Executive should take 
up this subject hastily, and without due deliber- 
ation plunge us into a course of action which no 
man, lam sure, can contemplate without reluc- | 
tance. If there is any mode of temporizing, even 
by adopting expedients, it would be better than 
py proceeding rashly to cause the effusion of 
bieod. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


The bill (S. No. 466) to alter and amend the | 
act of Congress entitled ‘* An act to reorganize 
the Torritories of Nebraska and Kansas,’’ ap- 
woved May 30, 1854, introduced yesterday by 
Mr, Crirrenpen, was read the second time. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 believe it has been under- 
stood that we should confine ourselves, this ses- 
sion, only to the business of making appropria- 
tions for tie Army. I move to lay the bill on 
the table. 


Mr. TRUMBULL called for the yeas and 


~~ 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 

Senator from Virginia 
Mr. HUNTER. As the Senator from Ten- 


I appeal to the 





rHE 


| to enable me to have my motion to adhere acted 


motion after he shall have concluded. 

| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
| think the provisions of the bill of the distin- 
| guished Senator from Kentucky are so plausible, 
| at least, and present so many considerations 
| worthy of reflection and meditation, as a remedy 
| for existing evils in Kansas, that it requires fur- 
ther consideration than has been giventoit. The 
| honorable and distinguished Senator from Ken- 
tucky informedsme of the substantial provisions 
| of the bill, so that I might offer suggestions as to 
amendments in detail. Upon the whole, (though 


and forever,) it seemed to me to afford a mitiga- 
| tion of the present evils, and some mode of com- 
| posing the distractions of the country which have 
| arisen from that state of things, well worthy of 
experiment. I am perfectly aware of the diffi- 
culty which I shall have, when there is no ques- 
tion before the Senate that seems to interest any 
but a very small minority, of making my views 
feit, or presenting them in such a manner as to 
| deserve the serious consideration of a settled ma- 


| tween the two Houses of Congress. I feel such 
| a diffidence, in this respect, that [ am almost 
| inclined to take my seat, I have heretofore ex- 
| pressed my opinions on the general question, I 
| entertain some views now, that I should desire 
| to present in a very respectful manner, and, so 
| far as I can, in a manner quite conciliatory to the 
| feelings of the majority of this body, if I can be 
| indulged in the courtesy which is sometimes con- 
; ceded to Senators, 

1 have shown, heretofore, Mr. President, by 
| the votes which I have given on the question of 
disagreement between the two Houses, that I 
| thought the majority of the Senate justified in the 





| upon, I withdraw this motion to lay the bill on | 
|| the table; but I give notice that I shall make the | 


not calculated to afford any absolute relief, though | 
not promising to close up this difficulty entirely | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. Augu 


nessee was kind enough to withhold his speech fl osition announced by the honorable Sen 


| 


| jority, on the points which have been raised be- || 





| course which they have taken upon the principle 


| assumed by them, in rejecting the proviso of the 


| House, and in persisting in their disagreement | 


to that proviso. I thought there was a great 
| principle involved which would justify the course 
| of the Senate, and 1 have concurred with the ma- 
| jority in their votes upon it. 


| some considerations which, perhaps, may cause 
reflecting minds to pause a little before they take 


|| the position which I understand has been taken by | 


the organs in this body of the sentiment of the 
| majority, that they will do nothing in the shape 
| of modifying that proviso, in any form, in order 
to secure the passage of the Army appropriation 
bill; and not only that, but that they will make 
| no concession on any other point connected with 


|| this whole distracting question, except on an 


understanding that the House will recede from 
| the proviso, if the Senate should send them a 
| separate bill, simply repealing the obnoxious 
Kanses laws. I state their position fully and 
truly, because the force of anything I have to say 
| will depend upon the correctness of the premises 
| which f lay down. 

If 1 am right in the supposition that this is the 

furthest concession, the ultima thule to which the 
majority of this body will go to secure the pas- 
| sage of the Army appropriation bill, or to arrest 
| the disturbance in Kansas by legislation, and if 
I am not mistaken the honorable Senator from 
| Virginia announced that sentiment, | must say 
| that I differ from them tote calo. I wish to qual- 
ify this remark by adding that I have no allusion 
| to a retracing of the main step taken by this body 
| two years ago—the repeal of the Missouri com- 
| promise. If its restoration should ever be pre- 
| sented as a practical question for the safety of 
| this country and the Union, it will then be time 
|} enough for me to take my position and present 
| my sentiments. 1 hope to ed no such issue will 
| be presented. 
I make these preliminary statements in order 
| to show, that in anything which I have to say, I 
| make no reference to the position taken by a ma- 
| jority of this body in regard to the repeal of the 
| Missouri compromise two years ago, however it 
| 








may be that from that step has originated conse- 
quences probably not foreseen by the authors of 
iu, and certainly not all of them, though many of 


‘' them forescen or conjectured by myself. The 


I am not now pre- | 
pared to retrace my steps, but I wish to suggest | 


| 





a 


|| their prospects are good. 











st 29, 





ato 
irginia, as I understand it, is, that he “a 
Ao nothing in the way of a modification of the 
House proviso, or by any new bill, to secure the 
passage of the Army appropriation bill, or do any. 
thing for the purpose of arresting the difficulties 
now in Kansas, except by a separate bill to repeal 
| the obnoxious laws of the Legislature of Kansas 

upon an understanding that that shall be accep. 
able to the House, ot shall be taken as so far 
conciliatory as to induce them to pass the appro. 
priation bill. I base my argument upon this 
position. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Virginia, an 
able man, who has, in the most candid manner 
| avowed the grounds on which he has taken this 
position, has said that the majority of this bod 
act on the ground which he thus announced; be- 
cause, to do otherwise, would be to recede from 
the principle adopted by them two years ago 
which he expressly states has been the basis of 
an organization of a great party in this country, 
He says they have been exposed already to too 
many hazards to give it up in the present state 
of things, in view of any consequences that may 
ensue from adherence to it. I beg to say that] 
do not refer, in this, to the original principle of 

repealing the Missouri contpromise, but to those 
| provisions of the Nebraska bill providing a 
[adidas for the Territory of Kansas, the 
practical operation of which we see before us to- 
day. These practical results have no i 


his mind, or the mind of the party whofe 
represents, to induce them to change that ifthe 
slightest degree, except to the extent already 
| stated, of repealing the unconstitutional laws, if 
they could learn that that would be accepted as 
satisfactory. Am I wrong? 

Mr. HUNTER. Ihope the Senator from Ten- 
nessee did not understand me as saying that we 
should adhere to it because we were committed 


to it.on party grounds; but because we believed 
it tolls right. 
Undoubtedly; but 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
I meant that these gentlemen are committed to it 
as a party, which is strong and powerful, and 
I expressly said they 
put themselves on the position that they would 
not budge. What is the inference from that? 
Whatever may come — blood, fierce civil strife, 
the dogs of civil war may be unleashed not orly 
in Kansas, but every where else in the Union; and 
yet they will not budge from their principle of 
popular sovereignty, if you please to call it so, 
which forbids them to touch the powers granted 
by the Kansas-Nebraska act to the people of that 
Terrtory.« Iam not going to enlarge upon that; 
I merely wish to ask whether that idea is tenable ? 
I will not ask whether it is a fit one to be avowed 
in the Senate, because that would seem to be per- 
sonally disrespectful; but, I ask, is it possible that 
there are no extremes of consequences which can 
arise from the practical operation of that act that 
will not induce the majority who enacted it to 
modify it, to change it, to go back to a different 
form of territorial government as proposed by 
the distinguished Senator from Kentucky; to try 
another experiment, but not to disturb the prin- 
ciple of the repeal of what was considered an un- 
| constitutional law or compromise? You will not 
interfere with, or change, or modify, the particu- 
lar form of government established by the Kan- 
| sas-Nebraska bill. I ask whether any great party 
can stand upon such a principle as that? Are they 
to remain with their arms folded, though unfore- 
seen consequences arise? They are not even 
required to sacrifice pride of opinion, because here 
a state of things has arisen which could not have 
been foreseen. They stand out obstinately on 
the ground that they have taken their position, 
| and must abide by that position individually, as 
| a party, and the country must abide by it also. 
| That is the ground of action which is assumed. 
A word now in reference to the distinct specific 
| ground on which all measures of conciliation in 
| regard to this proviso are rejected. The honor- 
able Senator from Virginia has assumed in behalf 
of the majority, whose representative he is—I 
mean nothing disrespectful or disparaging in al- 
| luding to the fact that he is emphatically the organ 
—that it would never do to yield anything to such 
)a demand as is made by the House of Represent- 
| atives, of passing the Army appropriation bill on 
a condition. 
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“Mr. HUNTER. I beg the Senator to under- 
stand that nobody is responsible for the expres- 
aon of that opinion but myself. 

" Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. [ thought the Sen- 
ator represented the party which isin the majority 
in the Senate. At any rate, the party sustain and 
support him by their votes in that declaration. 
| do not mean to combat the soundness of any 
creat principle which lies at the foundation of 
‘his course of action. 1 know that many gentle- 
men in some portions of the Union consider it 


indispensable to the preservation of the rights of | 


all sections, and of the States, that this principle 
should be adhered to. I am not going to make 
any quarrel with them, and do not wish to say 


anvthing disrespectful to their feelings, or dis- | 


araging to their judgment. I only wish to 
throw out such suggestions on the points named 
as | think worth considering in relation to the 
subsidiary and consequential questions which 
have arisen from that original measure. They 
regard it as the destruction of the Constitution 
itself, to allow the House of Representatives to 
say to the Senate, ‘* We will make appropria- 


tions for the support of the Government in the | 


civil, military, or any other department, provided 
you will agree to certain otherthings.”’? I admit, 
to the fullest extent, the danger of such a prece- 
dent, and J do not mean to qualify this declara- 
tion to any perceptible extent, because, if that 


practice be continually indulged in, it puts the 


— of this Government in the hands of the | 


louse of Representatives at one time, and of 
the Senate*at another; and neither can work well 
or consistently with the theory of this Govern- 
ment. I remember that Mr. John Quincy Adams, 
a man whose reflection and practical experience 
went a great way, said that this Government 
would become impracticable at any time when 
the different departments of it—executive and 
legislative, senatorial and representative—should 
become anything less than coérdinate branches 
of the Government. He thought it was essen- 
tial to the practical safe operation of the Gov- 
ernment that they should all continue to be, not 
merely codrdinate, but coéperative. 

Now, I wish to puta practical question to the 
honorable Senator from Virginia. Is it possible 
under our system, for the House of Representa- 
tives or the Senate to continue for any length of 
time to be controlled by a majority pertinacious 
on any point like this—call it factious, call it rev- 
olutionary, call it incendiary, if you please—un- 
less it has its foundation in the discontent of the 
people? I want the pregnant question consid- 
ered, whether from the very nature of our sys- 
tem and the responsibility of the representative, 
such a state of things can happen unless it is 
founded upon a deep-rooted, and for the time 
being, strong existing discontent among the 
people, no matter in what section it springs up? 
This year it may be at the North and next year 
at the South. It can never exist in this country 
unless it has its foundation in a deep-rooted dis- 





content among the people of the section from | 


which it springs, with some conception of invaded 
rights, of injustice, and of inequality in the opera- 
tion of the Tiintenmahs I allude to this for the 
purpose of awakening, if I can, in the mind of 


my honorable friend from Virginia, a train of | 
reflections which I have in my own mind. If | 


he is not an organ, and speaks only on his own 
responsibility, he certainly occupies such a posi- 
tion as to exerta powerful and almost controlling 
influence-over thé party whose mouth-piece or 
spokesman he is, and properly so, standing in 


the relation which he does to this body as chair- | 


man of the Committee on Finance, and particu- 
larly in regard to questions like the appropriation 
bills under his special charge. I submit to him 
whether a part of the proposition which he has 
laid down is not worthy of reconsidering? He 
will not recede from the position that he has taken; 
he will allow no control to be exercised upon the 
Senate in order to secure the passage of this bill 
by inserting in it measures unpalatable to the 
Senate. The point which I wish him to reconsider 
is neither of these, but his other position, that on 
no account will he accede to any other proposition 
than to repeal the obnoxious laws of Kansas, and 
that only upon the condition that it is accepted 
as satisfactory by the House of Representatives. 

Mr. President, what is the condition of our 
country at the presenttime? I have already said 





that it could not have been foreseen even by the 
authors of the measure out of which these difii- 
culties have originated, and they cannot fairly be 
considered as responsible for them in intent. 
Now I desire to know of my honorable friend 
from Virginia, whether he is ready to rise in his 
place, and say that Congress ought to adjourn 
without either arming the Executive with addi- 
tional authority, or passing some lew for the con- 
ciliation of contending parties in Kansas, or, if 
you please, in the country? But I will not carry 
it to that extent. Is he prepared to say that there 
is nothing out of the silinsed course of Govern- 
ment—that there is no extraordinary exigency in 
Kansas, which requires extraordinary—I will not 
say eXtra-constitutional enactments to control 
the state of things there? I will put one simple 
illustration of my views,on this subject. Who, 
when the Kansas-Nebraska act was passed, ever 
dreamed that there would be obstructions in the 
States to free emigration to Kansas, either in 
Missouri or Iowa, or any other of the neighboring 
States? Who foresaw that that was a possible 
contingency? And yet, does not the honorable 
Senator from Virginia say that this Government 
has no constitutional power to provide a remedy 
for those disturbances by the Federal Executive 
authority; and that, if Congress itself were called 
upon to devise a remedy, it would be very difficult 
to find the constitutional power? These are 
matters which must be redressed by the judicial 
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tribunals of the States in which they occur; but, » 


then, is not that a very serious question which 
ought now to be taken into consideration by Con- 
gress? 

If there be any remedy for it in our power, 
without trespassing on the Constitution, ought 
we not to resort to it? I know of no distinct 
power, under the Constitution, by which we can 
legislate to prevent these difficulties, which are 
well’calculated to stir the blood of men—to arouse 
a spirit of discontent and rebellious opposition to 
the Federal Government. I do not call them out- 
rages; for I do not know how far the statements 
which I have seen are true; but as they are repre- 
sented, what could be better calculated to arouse 
the determined opposition of a whole section of 
the Union, and a rebellious feeling towards the 
Federal Government? Does the honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia think there is nothigg*in that 
circumstance making this an extraordinary occa- 
sion, when we ought to resort to measures of con- 
ciliation and relief, that under other circumstances 
he would not think of? Would that infringe on 
the principles adopted by the great Democratic 
party? I speak it with all respect. Would that 
be to abandon the grounds and doctrines upon 
which they stand, and which they think are indis- 
pensable to be maintained for the preservation of 
the Constitution, and ultimately of the Union? 
I certainly cannot view the subject in that light. 
Then I understood the other day, that a large 
vortion of the Senate—some gentlemen for whom 
i had high respect—proposed to adjourn imme- 
diately when they thought there was no proba- 
bility of agreeing with the other House. That 
idea, [ am glad to say, seems now to be aban- 
doned. 

I should be pleased to hear the honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia, if it be consistent with his 
policy or course of propriety, to say whether this 
Government has not failed in preserving order in 
Kansas, with all the power which it now has by 
law? Is that a true ora false position? Is itan 
imbecile, inefficient form of government which 
cannot, in one of its own Territories, where it is 
not trammeled, as it is in the States, by any strict 
constitutional limitations as to the exercise of its 

hysical and moral power, preserve order? Has 
it not failed to carry out the principle adopted in 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill? ‘To be sure, { heard 
the honorable Senator from Ohio say yesterday, 
that if the President had failed in his duty he 
ought to have been impeached. I do nat mean 
to go into that. 

Mr. PUGH. I stated that, if he had violated 
his duty, as alleged, the House ought to have 
impeached him. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
understand. 

Mr. PUGH. Not on the ground of failure. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Has hé failed to 
exercise the powers with which he is clothed? 

Mr. PUGH. I think not. 


That is what I 
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Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Very well. Then 


is there nota failure of the Government? Has 
it not proved an abortion in such a case as this? 
I onal of it as it is, with the powers with which 
the President is clothed by the Constitution, and 
the additional powers already conferred on him 
by law. I think this is ratheran important ques- 
tion. He has failed to preserve erder; he has 
failed to repress continued disturbances and blood- 
shed and insurrection, though he has had the 
military power of the Government put into his 
hands, so far as that power is given by existing 
laws. Do honorable Senators mean to say that 
they will go no further toarm him with additional 
power and authority? There is a failure it is 
manifest and palpable to the country—and I say 
this irrespective of the influence which these dis- 
turbances may have on orfe party or the other. 

The leaders of both the great prominent parties 
before the country have nue sufficiently their 
pore to take this issue before the people. The 
10norable Senator from Virginia has distinetly 
avowed that he is ready to go to the country upon 
it. The honorable Senator from Ohio conalaaal 
it a question on which the competency of the 
a of this country to govern themselves may 
e tested, and he is willing to test it. He seems 
to be willing to submit to them the refusal of 
Congress to adopt any additional auxiliary and 
efficient means of repressing the disorders in Kan- 
sas. My opinion applies to both Houses. [say 
that Congress ought not to adjourn, but it ought 
to sit de die in diem until December or the 4th of 
March, if necessary, until it agree upon some 
measure for repressing these disturbances. The 
question is presented as to the competency of the 
people to govern themselves. I think Senators 
do not mean to place it ¢ xactly on that ground, 
If the strength or success of parties is to depend 
on the will of the people, what security, what 
certainty have they that a majority of the people, 
under the various influences and appliances which 
may be brought to bear pro and con., will decide 
intelligently one way or the other? 

Mr. President, in my judgment something more 
than the fate of a party, or of any one or two 
or three parties, is dependent on this issue. It 
involves the fate of a common country. I look 
upon it now, that if we adjourn without passing 
any measure arming the President with addiuional 
authority, or some measure of conciliation such 
as that proposed by the distinguished Senator 
from Kertucky, instead of leaving this subject 
merely to be decided ina party point of view, 
whether the doctrine of the Republican or Dem- 
ocratic party shall be sustained, as manifested in 
the procedure of the two Houses of Congress, or 
not, you are leaving an evil fi stering in the coun- 
try, you are leaving a source of mischief without 
remed y—without preventive means to restrain its 
extension, which may go beyond the control of 
the people, wise as they may be. If they be now 
in favor of the Democratic party on the issues 
presented to the country, w + can be satisfied 


' when he reflects deliberately nat the difficulties 


| 
7 


in Kansas may not swell to such an extent before 
November, that the people, contrary to their de- 
liberate judgment, contrary to their prudence, 
wisdom, and patriotism, may be forced into a 
varticipation in civil war and sectional contests? 
Pheir own judgment may tell them that it is im- 
prudent, and ought to be avoided; but we know 
not what may be the result when the people are 
led on by the contagion which is common in 
such cases. We are aware of the stirring effect 
of bloodshed, and of the spirit of revenge en- 
kindled by the slaughtering of countrymen in a 
contest in which sections differ as to fundamental 
principles. In this way the matter may be 
placed beyond the control of the deliberate judg- 
rhent of the very people to whom the Senator 
from Ohio refers us for decision. I say that in 
this point of view the question is far higher and 
more important than the interest and success of 
parties, and therefore I think we should adopt 
some remedial measure. 
to give my hearty support to the bill of the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky, which seems to 
promise some relief, and give some additional 
0wers to the President, though it does not per- 
tee go quite us far as | should be willing to go 
under the circumstances; but still it goes a con- 
siderable extent beyond his present power. 

Sir, what is the condition of Kansas at the 


I am perfectly willing” 
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present moment? I shall not attempt to present 
any picture, because it would have to be ae dd 
in colors of ‘blood, of almost frate rnal slyug! riiter. 
What is it in reality? A condition of things 
exists there in ia the exercise of civil gov- 
ernment in the ordinary forms sanctioned by the 
wractice of 'ves and our fathers 1s impos- 
sible—in which an impartial trial by jury, or the 


ourse 


impartial exercise of judicial or ministerial fune- | 
Oue balf of the Territory is | 
feeling | 


tions, 
armed against the other, each hostile in 
and in sentiment upon the great question which 
divides them, and also inflamed by feelings of 
resentment for outrages mutually received and 
perpetrated, Is that a state of socie ty in whicl 
ou cane xpect the fair, impart il operation of the 
ae or of civil governme nt? Notatall. Itisa 
country in which ani tre hy reigns, where armed 


isimposs’ le. 


hostile parties are mare hing in every direction, or | 


exist ready to spring up atany moment. There 
is no such thing as a safe administration of civil 
government practicable or possible among a peo- 
ve situated as these are at the present moment. 

“ou might as well throw into the territory 
two tribes of Indians who had been engaged in 
eternal wars against each other, and expect quiet. 
This may be an extreme comparison; but still the 
parties have such ik toe tendencies and feel- 
and the causes of 
have been so repeated, oO 
time, that the state of things there has 
eondition in which private rage and the spirit of 
revenge operate “pen almost eve ry man in the 
Te rritory. Is that a state of society for the ex 
ercise of civil authority? Itis ac ountry of war, 
of arms, and we were long ago admonishe d that 
inter arma leges silent. You talk about the 
ation of the Kansas organic law, or civil law or 
order, in such a Territory as that! 
ticable. It micht have 
previous period, 
to authorize an election at some future day, but 
notnow. As the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky said yesterday, the idea of a fair and im- 
= ul election there now, with freedom in the 
exercise of the elective franchise in Kansas during 
this presidential canvass, is preposterous. 
neither 


same 


nos 
ings, 


oper- 


been practicable t some 


| 

sentment and hostility 
n ‘both sides, up to this | 
reached the 


Itisimprac- | 


It micht atford some mitigation 


It is | 
practicable nor possible, and there fore the 


wisdom of that portion of his bill which proposes | 


to abrogate the existing government, and place its 
powers in the of one framed according to 
our original pracijce in regard to the ‘Territories. 
It is my wish not 
which shi ll be offens 
ate, but 1t seems to me 
oceasion which 
powers of the Pr 


hands 
to make one observation 


. th it if there ever was an 
justified an extension of the 
sident in order to preserve the 
country from the consequences of the existing 


> to any party in the Sen- | 


| 
state of things as I think I can foresee them, this | 
is that occasion. Kansas, in the situation in | 
which her people are now placed, with the pas- 
sions by which they are actuated, is a country | 
in which military authority alone can suppress | 
insurrection and preserve the peace and secure | 
the enjoyme nt of the rights of property. Her | 
people can ne ither sow nor reap in the present | 
condition of things. Perhaps all the power which | 
the executive bran ich of this Government now | 
has would not be sufficient to bring full protec- | 
tion and security to the inhabitants of that Terri- 
tory. Those honorable Senators who have em- | 
ployed their ingenuity and ability to such an 
extent in endeavoring to prove that the creator | 
has no power over the ereature—that the powers 
granted to the people of Kansas by as iLansas- 
Nebraska act are irre pealable, irrevocable, and 
unalterable—as much so as a municipal charter | 
granted to a city—without the consent of those | 
coneerned, and that no hetero can be made | 
in the terms of that act, should have conside red 
more carefully than oe > did before the y enacte ad | 
that organic law. | say that this Government is | 
undoubtedly sovereign in the Territory; and 
when you investigate the question you will find | 
that there is no other authority which can inter. | 


fere, or which has a rightto prescribe or alter any 
power given by this Government. When the 
Senator from Virginia 
that organic law, did he consider that he was 
putting together a piece of network, a web, the 
mic sh ‘ss of which were so strong as 
control and to eonfine ul iS gidnt Crovi 
ours, and that he was binding it 


honorable 


fore\ r to 


‘riment of 
with cords 
which could not be burst, and that whatever! deliberate judgment, and wisdom, and wishes, 


was passing | 


j 





| might be its fate, hie Governthent, as a result 
from that fastening and the twining of those cords 
around it, must become the victim of the policy 
of that law, and that the Government must perish 
if it could not release itself from such meshes? 
What is their condition now? As | understand 
the argument on the other side, though civil war 
may he the a quence, not only in Kansas but 
in Missouri and lowa and Arkansas, and though 
it may spread over our whole countr y, gentlemen 
are bound by the inexorable princ iples of that 
law to do nothing! That is the wav in which I 
understand the Senator from Virginia. If I do 
not understand him correctly, 1 desire to be cor- 
rected, 

Mr. HUNTER. 
understands me. 
irrepealable, « 


The Senator certainly mis- 
I never said that this law was 
yr that if it was found to lead to mis- 
chiefs the Democratic party were so committed 
to it that they could not, or ought not to, repeal 
it. I said they were committed to that act in 
princ iple, that they believed it to be ri: eht, and 
that unless it could be shown to be wrong the y 
were certainly not going to change it now. " have 
not entered into the various remedies which have 
been suggested. I may not believe, and I do not 
believe, that any of them would be efiicient. 
There is none which | have heard that I have 
supposed would tend to put an end to the troubles 
in Kansas—surely not the repeal of those laws, 
for that would only affe ct political issues. The 
only feasible plan I have heard suggested is that 
of strengthening the hands of the President, if 
his present power be not sufficient. I never said 
that was inconsistent with the act. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I believe the 
tinguished Senator from Louisiana took 
ground that the organic act was unalterable—that 
we could not change it. Lam glad to hear the 
declaration which the honorable Senator from 
Virginia has just made. I have been speaking 
in reference to the practical operation of the so- 
called principle of popular sovereignty, if it has le d 
to these mischie fs. Does the honorable Senator 
think these mischiefs are not sufficiently devel- 
oped, not sufficiently manifest, not sufficiently 
linportant, to demand our interposition? 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator is now asking 
a very complicated question of principle and fact 
which i would take a long time to answer. Lam 
sure he would not give way to allow me to answer 
it, to the length which the question requires. I 
submit to him that it is hardly fair in the course 
of his speech to be propounding questions to me 
which it would take me a day to answer. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I will not press the 
Senator on that point. I am glad that he has con- 
ceeded what I feared he would not concede, that 
when these mischiefs are of graver and more 
difficult import than could have been expected, 
and when gentlemen see that the modus operandi of 
the principle which they adopted inthe Nebraska 
or is imprac ticable and inconsistent with the 
peace and safety of the country, they may mod- 
ify it. I desire to be understood. Let gentlemen 
know that | am not speaking of the modification 
or repeal of that portion of the bill which wiped 
out the Missouri cc ompromise, but of those pro- 
visions which are shown to be impracticable, and 
have led to the consequences that threaten the 
peace and security of the Government. It is 
from them that the state of things has arisen in 
Kansas, when law and order 
Their prevalence now is inconsistent with human 


dis- 


nature—inconsistent with the known passions of 


our kind. The condition of affairs there is such, 
that the honorable Senator from Virginia and 
myselfand other Senators, if we wentthere, would 
probably be arrayed upon the same side or op- 
posite sides, according to the inclinations, habits, 
and education of our life, and become as furious, 
and fiery perhaps, as any inhabitant now there. 
It is vain to expect the reign of law and order 
and civil government in Kansas while there are 
so many causes to add to the unhappy excite- 
ment which now pervades that Territory. My 


, apprehension is, as 1 have endeavored to explain 


to the honorable Senator from Ohio, that things 
will proceed to such lengths in Kansas and the 
neighboring States, as to be be yond the control 
of the Senate, or the House of Representatives, 
or the President, or all united. The people of 
this country, contrary to the convictions of their 


the | 


cannot prevail. | 
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may y be drawn into the vortex ‘of civil war. Thi 
deserves to be considered before we adjourn an 
it should be placed beyond the reach of possil 
contingene V. 

If we have the power to repeal or change ‘ 


dle 


| organic law —and here is a state of soc lety j 

| which, I think, all sensible men, on reflection, “wil 
| see it isimpossible tocontrol under the pre sentcir- 
| cumstances of the country and the induceme nts 
' to further excitement—is it not a case for our in- 


stitution, except by its spirit. 
it would be a large and di ingerous po 


terposition? There may be an exaggeration for 
popular effect elsewhere of the difficulties the re, 

but all must agree that itis not a fit commun ity 
for the exercise of civil authority. Then arm the 
President with sufficient power. These occur. 
rences have taken place not in a State but in a 
Territory, where we are not limited by the Con. 
Although I know 
wer, I am 
willing to arm the President with the power of 
governing that Territory by military aut! Lori y; 

until these disturbances shall be effectual! ly Fe 
pressed—unul the time shall come when in the 
opinion of the President and the country gener. 
ally, if you please, there shall no longer be any 
necessity for such extraordinar y power. I would 
five him the power by high military authorit y or 
by martial law to govern the ‘Territory. 

There is one other mode. You admit that there 
is a power to repeal the organic law. We do 
not know how it might operate under other cir- 
cumstances, after the presidential election shall 
have passed away. Then what is thé objection 
to suspending its operation until @he Ist. of 
December or the 4th of March, and arming 


| the President with additional power, requiring 


him to keep the peace on the borders, and in Kan- 
sas, and wherever he has the right under the 
Federal Constitution to move his forees? What 
is the objection to suspending the operation of 
all enactments there, whether constitutional or 
unconstitutional, whether in conformity with the 
organic law or not, until the people of that Ter- 


ritory, the pe ople of the neighboring States, and 


the people of the North and of the South, shall 


| be in a condition to form a calm and deliberate 


judgment as to what we should do to heal these 
divisions permanently. The last section of the 


| bill tendered yi the honorable Senator from Ken- 


| the terms in which the power is given. 


in such manner as to 

I do notcare about 
I would 
arm the President with sufficient power, and then 


tucky may be amended 
give this power sufficiently. 


| let the responsibility rest upon him, with his ac- 


countability to public opinion, to carry it out im- 
partially and properly. What injury would this 
work to the inhabitants of the Territory of Kan- 
sas? What they want is peace. What they want 
is to enjoy their property. What they want is 
to be permitted to improve their property, to sow 
and to reap in security. Ifthe laws there were 
suspended until the 4.4 of March, there would 
be no over-earnest or particular interest for emi- 


| gration passing through the States, where it has 
| been hitherto obstructed, because there would be 


nothing to be decided there, every question would 
be in abeyance, and there would be the certainty 
that at some future day they would be at liberty 


| to go on when the country would be in a state to 


guaranty peace in this Government and on the 
popular mind. 
| trust the Senate and House of Representatives 

will remain in session until some measure be 
adopted to prevent a state of things which, inmy 
opinion, irrespective of party conside rations, will 
rise to such a complexion in Kansas and in the 
neighboring States as to be beyond our control 
when we meet here in December, and beyond the 
control of the President or of all the States together. 
It is against this that I desire to guard. I merely 
throw out these suggestions; and if the Senate 


| continues in session, and we do not adjourn ina 


| short time, | shall probably present a proposition 


in such a 
principles, 

Mr. HUNTER. 
table. 


Mr. WADE called for the yeas and nays; and 


a shape as | think will carry out these 


I move to lay the bill on the 


| they were ordered. 


‘draw that motion. We have a quorum here, | 


Mr. HUNTER. We had better take the ques- 
tion to-morrow, as the Senate is thin. I move an 
adjournment. 

Mr. MASON. I hope my colleague will with- 
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1856. 


‘k, for executive business. If we have no | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is not. 


yorum we can adjourn. 
ir. HUNTER. 1 withdraw it. 
DESKS OF SENATORS. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, at this time, 


when there Is very little business before the Sen- 


"* 
. 


_| wish to bring to the consideration of its 
members, not now or immediately, but during the 
weess of Congress and such longer time as they 
shall see fit, an idea which has occurred to me, 

i which I think would be calculated, if carried 
‘nto effect, to expedite the transaction of the pub- 
jusiness, and to improve in all respects the 
conduct of debate in the Senate. I offer this res- 
ojution: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Senate cause the 
appropriated to the use of the members to be removed 
Senate Chamber. 


from tlie 


1 do not ask for its consideration now. Let it 
jie over. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I’ripay, @ucust 29, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the late Cheplain, Rev. Danie, Waxpo. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated the recular order of busi- 


ss to be the eall of committees for reports. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. 


nat! 


| rise for the purpose of 
e a request of the Hous if | have any 
s, | desire to trespass upon their forbear- 
ance; and if lL have any enemies, I desire to ap- 
peal to their charity. [wish to make a state- 
ment in connection with the business of the 
House, and to submit a proposition. 


Mr. McM@ LLIN. I must object to the gen- 
tleman’s ee ding. I call for the regular order 
of business 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to submit a reso- 
lution to which | know no one will object. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lask that it may be read 
for information. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I move that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourff to meet on Tuesday. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE called for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 57, nays 129—as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Akers, Barclay, Billinghurst, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Colfax, Covode, Craige, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, 
De Witt, Durfee, Emrie, Evans, Giddings, Goode, Grow, 
Harlan, Howard, Hughston,Jewett, Kelsey, Lake, McCarty, 
Millward, Morgan, Mott,Orr, Pelton, Pike, Pringle, Robbins, 
Robison, Savage, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Thorington, 
Thurston, Traiton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
and Woodruff—57. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Beunett, Benson, 
Bingham, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, 
Chaffee, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, 
Cox, Cragin, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, 
Dodd, Dowdeil, Dunn, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Eth- 
eridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Galloway, Granger, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. 
Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Hickman, Hofiman, Holloway, Thomas R. Hiorton, Hous 
ton, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keliy, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Matteson, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, 
Sinith Miller, Millson, Morrill, Murray, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pettit, Phelps, 
Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Rob- 
erts, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Seward, 
Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A-Smith. Witham 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, Taibott, Tappan, Taylor, ‘Todd, Underwood, Vail, 
Walker, Warner, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wells, Wheel 
er, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodwurth, 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicotfer—129. 


? ! 
< j 
mieha 


So the House refused to adjourn over. 
: Mr. HAVEN. Is itin order to move to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- 
endar? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HAVEN. 


It is. 
Is this objection day? 


| man from New York that,as 


Mr. HAVEN. I move thatthe House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whol 

Mr. PHELPS. I would suggestto the gentle- 
Is 18 NOt Objection 
day, it would be better, by unanimous consent, 
to consider it as such. 

Mr. JONES. That cannot 
that the House adjourn. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 
withdraw the motion. 

eged question. 

Mr. JONES. I will. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
this morning —— 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I object. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I wish to make a corree- 
tion in the reported proce dings of Saturday 
night. 

The SPEAKER. 
question 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
nation. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I object. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate adhere to their disagreement with 
the Hlouse upon the Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE, 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 72, nays 114; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barksdale, Bet), 
sillinghurst, Bishop, Bowie, Bovee, Branch, Broom, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Clawson, Clingman, 
Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Tim 
othy Davis, Denver, De Witt, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, 
Evans, Galloway, Goode, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, How 
ard, Jewett, Lake, Lindley, MeCarty, Millward, Morgan, 
Morrill, Orr, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pheips, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Robison, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp. 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Spin 
ner, Stephens, Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Vail, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Weich, Whitney, Wood. and Daniel B. Wright—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben 
nett, Hendley 3. Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Burnett, Cadwalader, John 
P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Cox, Cumback, 
Damretl, Henry Winter Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dow 
dell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards. Etheridge, Fauikner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Granger, Green 
wood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Har 
rison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Keily, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexan- 
der K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Matteson, McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Packer, Peck, Pettit, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, Scott, Seward, 
Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, ed, Stanton, Stewart, 
Stranahan, Swope, Talbott, Todd, Tyson, Underwood, 
Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Wells, 
Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Woodrull, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicofler—114, 

So the motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. MILLSON. Is there pending a motion 
that therg be a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. ‘There is not. 

Mr. MILLSON. Was not the motion made 
on yesterday? 

The SPEAKER. 
ment. 

Mr. ORR. Iask the unanimous consent of the 
House for leave to introduce a bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

Mr. GROW. I object. 

Mr. WHITNEY. lL ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to introduce a bill to 
restore and preserve peace in the Territory of 
Kansas. 

Mr. HUGHSTON. I object. 

The question recurred on Mr. Jones’s motion; 
and being put, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 66, nays 117; as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Albright. Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Bliss, Boyce, Branch, Bufinton, Lewis D. Campbell, How 
ell Cobb, Comins, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
Denver, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, 


Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Howard, 
George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, Lake, Letcher, Mace, 


be done. I move 


I ask the gentleman to 
! wish to presenta privil- 


I observed in the Globe of 


It is hardly a privileged 


Th n I obj ct. 
I rise to a personal expla- 


I demand the yeas and 


Savage, 


ene 


dutit fell with the adjourn- 


|| Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Muf- || 
| ray, Norton, Orr, Peiton, Pennington, Ritchie, Raffin, | 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


73 





Sabin, Sapp, Savage, Samuel A, Smith, William Smith, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Thorington, Thurs- 
tun, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Cadwalader C, 


Washburne, Eilinu B. Washburne, Weich, Woodruff, and 
Woodworth —66 


NAYS—Mesers. Aik Akers, Allison, Barbour, Barks- 
date, Henry Benneu, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bishop, Boeoek, 
Bowie, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Cartite, Caskie, 
Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Williameon R. 
W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Cumback, Damrel!. Tim- 


othy Davis, Dean, D 


Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Edmundson 


Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 


Floren ‘6. Tuomas J. D. Fuller. Goode, Greenwood, J Mor- 
rison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Har- 
rison, Have Hickma Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, 


Housten, Huchston, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowtton, Knox, Kuakel, Leiter, Lumpkin, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, MeQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Millward, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Packer, Parker, Peck, Pettit, Phé@tps, Pike, Porter, Powell, 
Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Roberts, Rust, 


Sandidge, Scott, Seward, Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Tappan, 
Taylor, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Waldron, 


Walker, Warner, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Wil- 
liams, Winslow, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—117. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The now recurs 
on the motion of the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Haven,] that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar. 

Mr. FAULKNER, 
resolution. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I object. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next 

Several Members. y Tuesday next, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it in to amend 
the motion by inserting Tue day instead of Mon- 


question 


I ask leave to introduce a 


Say * 


} 
oraer 


day 
‘The SPEAKER. It is hardly in order to move 
a} rivileged motion as an amendment. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


to ad} 


Then will not a motion 
until Tuesday next—that beir g the 
longest day—take precedence of the other? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. At the request of g 
tlernen all around me, I modify my motion, 
move that when the House adjourns 
adjourn to meet on Tuesday next. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The motion to 
adjourn until Monday next has been already sub- 
mitted and defeated, and I would inquire W hether 
its repetition 1s In order? 

The SPEAKER. Other business has inter- 
vened, and the motion ts in order. 

Mr. HAVEN. Since the motion to adjourn 
until Tuesday next was negatived, no business 
has intervened with the exception of motions to 
adjourn, and to adjourn until Monday next; and 
{ would inquire whether the motion to adjourn 
until Tuesday next is now in order? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 
made there has been, besides motions to adjourn, 
and to adjourn until Monday next, a motion to 
Oo into a of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. HAVEN. I think the Ch 
would suggest, then, that we had 
a Committee of the Whole Ho: 
yrivate bills. 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 object to debate. 

Mr. DUNN. \s it in insert in the 
resolution to adjourn over, after the word * re- 
solved,’’ the words, ** the S - 


Urn 


to-day 


I demand the yeas and 


Since the motion was 


is right. I 
tter go into 


e, and take up 


ord r to 


nate concurring, 
and instead of ** Tuesday,”’ the ** Thursday be- 
fore the first Monday in December next?’’ 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 73, nays 112; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Akers, Barksdale, Billingiiurst, Bishop, 


Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Clawsou, Clingman,. Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Craige, Crawtord, Cumback, David Timothy Davis, 
Denver, De Witt, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Eu , Evans, 
Goode, Grow, Howard, Jewett. K Lake. Le iter, 
Mace, MeCartv, MeMutlin, Kills Miller, Millward, 
Morgan, Mott, Orr, Parker, Phetps, Pringle, Rieaud, Rob- 
bins, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage. Sherman, Sim- 
mons, Samuel A. Smith, Witham RK. Smith, Spinner, 
Stephens, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Tyson, Vail, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Etliihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 


Wood, Woodruff, and Daniel B. Wright—73. 


NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Henry Bennet, 
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Breuton, Buffinion, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Camp- 
bell. Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cox, Damrell, Henry 
Winter Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Faulkner, Flagler, Fior- 
enee, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gailoway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampeon W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Letcher,’ Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marehall, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, Mc- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrill, Murray, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Pettit, 
Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ritchie, Roberts, Ruffin, 
Sabin, Scott, Seward, Shorter, William Smith, Sneed, 
Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Todd, 
Trafton, Walker, Warner, Weich, Wells, Wheeler, Whit- 
ney, Williams, Winslow, Woodworth, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicofler—112. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. DUNN. There is palpable indication that 
the two Houses cannot agree on the Army bill, 
and that neither will take up any other business; 
and I therefore hope there will be no objection to 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That when this House adjourns on Monday 
next, (the Senate concurring.) it adjourn to meet again on 
Thursday preceding the first Monday in December next, at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


Mr. WALKER. I object. 

Mr. HAVEN. I believe my motion is now in 
order? 

The SPEAKER. The motion that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, is still pending. 

Mr. HAVEN. Under the indications that the 
two Houses will not agree upon the Army bill, I 
hope we shall go into committee, And go to work 
hke men. 

Mr. ORR. 
adjourn. 

Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were fefused. 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next, 

Mr. BURNETT. 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 87, nays 103; as follows: 


Y EAS—-Messrs. Akers, Allison, Ball, Barelay, Barksdale, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, 
Royce, Broom, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Ezra Clark, Clingman, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Craige, Heary Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Den- 
ver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, 
Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, 
Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Howard, 
Jewett, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Mace, Alexander K. Mar- 
shail, Maxwell, MeMullin, Killian Miller, Millward, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Phelps, Quitinan, 
titchie, Robbins, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Sherman, 
Simmons, William Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, 
Stephens, Stranahan, Thorington, Trafton, Tyson, Vail, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Wheeter, Wood, and Daniel B. Wright—87. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barbour, Bell, Henry 
Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bradshaw, Branch, 
Brenton, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, 
Dean, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, 
Faulkner, Florence, Galloway, Granger, Augustus Hail, 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hickman, Hotfman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matte- 
son, McCany, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Most, 
Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Pettit, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Scott, Seward, Shorter, 


I move that the House do now 


I demand the yeas and nays 


Washbum, 


Samuel A. Smich, Sneed, Stanton, Stewart, Talbott, Tap- || 


vn, Taylor, Todd, U uderwood, Waldron, Warner, Welch, 
Vells, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, Wood- 
worth, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—103. 7, 


So the motion was disagreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the motion of the gentleman from New York, 
that the House resolve itself into the Cemmittee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Sistiey @. Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, | 


| The = and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. 
| my motion? 
Mr. COBB. 
| motion of the gentleman from Michigan is notin 
order. I simply desire to suggest to the Chair, 
that if that motion is entertained immediately suc- 
ceeding a motion to adjourn over until Monday, 
| it will be impossible for this House ever to ad- 
| journ as long as there are two gentlemen in the 
House to repeat those motions. 
The SPEAKER. It is apparent that the mo- 
tion is not in order. 


I call for a vote upon it. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. Then I move that when | 


the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet at. ten 
o’clock, on Tuesday next. 
The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 
Mr. MILLSON,. I desire to say that, if the 


| 
! 


VALBRIDGE. What has become of | 


House vote down the motion to adjourn, I shall | 


move that the rules be suspended, and that the | 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
of taking up the President’s message, and there 
|| maturing another Army appropriation bill. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 


cided in the affirmative—yeas 90, nays 88; as fol- | 


| lows: 


dale, Bell, Bingham, Bliss, Branch, Buffinton, Burnett, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Howell Cobb, Comins, Cragin, Craige, 
Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, Henry Winter 
| Davis, Dean, Denver, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, 
Edie, Edmundson, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 


|| WEAS—Meesrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barks- | 


| Galloway, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, | 


Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Jewett, 


| George W. Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Knapp, Lake, Letcher, | 


Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, Mc- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Norton, 


| Orr, Packer, Parker, Quitman, Ritchie, Ruffin, Sabin, San- | 


didge, Sapp, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
| Smith, William R. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, 
| Taylor, Thurston, Tyson, Vail, Wade, Welch, Wells, 
} Whitney, Williams, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John 
| V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—90. 
| NAYS—Measrs. Akers, Barclay, Henry Bennett, Hend- 


| ley S. Bennett, Benson, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, | 


Bradshaw, Brenton, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John 


P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- | 
san, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, | 
Cox, Timothy Davis, De Witt, Dickson, Emrie, Etheridge, | 
Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Har- | 


ris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Howard, Hughston, J. Glancy 
Jones, King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
|| MeCarty, McMullin, Millson, Millward, Andrew Oliver, 
|| Mordecai Oliver, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, 


Powell, Pringle, Puryear, Ricaud, Robbins, Sage, Scott, | 
Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, | 
Talbott, Tappan, Todd, Trafton, Wakeman, Walbridge, 


Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
| Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wheeler, Wood, 
and Woodruff—8e. 
So the motion was agreed to. 
Pending the call of the roll, 
| Mr. BALL stated, that he had 


The House accordingly (at fifteen minutes past 
| two o’clock) adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve 
| o’clock, m. | 


| eomesageienmaeeeneapiihsnintaabsetag 
| 
| IN SENATE. 
| Sarurpay, -ugust 30, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Srepuen P. Hint. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO EMPLOYES. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


in his place, and not able to be here, [ wish to 
call up a resolution submitted’ by him, for the 
| payment of the usual extra compensation to the 
'employés of the Senate. I move that it be taken 
up-for consideration. 

Mr. MASON. I hope the Senate will not con- 
sider that resolution. We know very well, that 
some two years ago, with the view of 


| ishly paid in both wings of the Capitol, a com- 
mittee was raised, at my instance, of which I had 
the honor to be chairman—and I remember that 
| the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] and the 
| Senators from Delaware were members of that 
| committee—for the purpose of giving permanency 
to the organization of the employés of this body, 
| and fixing their salaries under a permanent organ- 
ization.. The salaries of all were increased. ‘The 


|| were graded; and —_ were so far increased, | 
e 


| according to my recollection, as to add to the 


|| salary the usual allowances at the end of the ses- 
sion. 1 had hoped no movement of this kind 


aired off for | 
| the remainder of the session with Mr. Linotey. | 


As I observe that | 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. CLayron] is not | 


getting rid | 
| of these gratuities, or bounties, which were lav- 


| 


| 
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would be made; and I am gratified to say th 


: ; at 
since it has been made, more than one of the a: 


€ off. 


|| cers of the Senate have come to me, and told ihe 
I raise the point of order, that the | . 


that it was not only done without their a 


; : ; : Pproval, 
but in some instances against their remon 


Strances, 


| [t is wrong; and the result will inevitably be, if | 


can be neard, or attain the end, if this movement 
be successful, to reduce the salaries of the officers 
in order to meet this new scheme of bounties and 
gratuities. I hope it will not be considered, at 
least at the close of the session. " 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 believe the reso- 


| lution was taken "P for consideration and laid on 
| the table before. 


| cation of the course I have taken on this subject, 


will only say a word in vindi. 


It is a matter belonging to our own quasi domestic 
relations—our connection with the clerks and 
other employés of the Senate. They are now 
placed in a somewhat singular position. They 
stand, by law, in the same situation, as to salar 
as the empleyés of the other House, both having 
The House of 
Representatives having made the usual extra 
allowance to the clerks and other employés en- 
gaged in the service of that body, it seemed to 
me to be an unjust and cruel discrimination to 
withhold it from those in our own service. | 
place it on that ground simply. [ think it isa 
fair and proper one for consideration. Without 
entering into a debate on this question, I propose 
that the Senate shall take the vote whether they 
will consider it, or not. 

Mr. MASON. I have heard that the House 
had departed from a sort of implied or tacit un- 
derstanding, which I think was had between the 
two Houses at the time when the salaries of the 
officers were rearranged and permanency was 
given to the organization; but if they have done 
so, I think it is an example to be shunned, and 
not followed, by us. This principle of gratuities 
and bounties, to any body of men whatever, it 
seems to me, is wrong in itself. Compensate 
them liberally and justly for the s@vices which 
are rendered; and | think I may sq@there is no 
corps of officers who are better pensated, 
according to the usual scale of compensation, than 
the officers of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives. The grade was made at the time of 
that organization by placing a large number of 
those officers on a permanent footing as officers 
of this body. They are not officers who may be 
deranged and thrown out of employment each 
session; the object was to make them permanent; 
salaries were given to them instead of per diem 
allowances. I speak of a portion of them alone. 
Now if the fact be that the House of Represent- 
atives has departed from that system, I think it 
will become us rather to set them an example than 
to follow one which | consider wrong. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Tennessee 
to take up the resolution for consideration. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. CLAY. I should like to call up a resolu- 
tion that I offered last week, asking for inform- 
ation from the Secretary of the Interior. It was 
objected to then. It is simply a resolution ask- 
ing the Secretary to advise us, at the next ses- 
sion, what will be the probable amount requi- 
site to pay the commutation money, if the bill 
introduced by the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. evarel should become a law. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution 
will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to report to the Senate, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, as accurately as practicable, the 
amount that will be required to pay the allowances pro- 
posed to be made by the bill passed by the House of Bep- 
resentatives, at the last session, entitled ‘‘ An act to pro- 
vide for the settl@ment of the claims of the officers of the 
revolutionary army, and of the widows aud orphan chil- 
dren of those who died in the service.”’ 


The resolytion was considered and agreed to. 
KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of Mr. Ctayton’s reso- 
lution, to raise a special committee of seven Sen- 
ators and eleven Representatives to consider and 
arrange the difference between the two Houses 
in regard to the Army appropriation bill, 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to explain that my object 
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a for it, but with a view to giving the honora- 
. ator from TeXas [Mr. Hov STON] an oppor- 

ty a discussing the propriety of it and kin- 
= ! a ur s. 

Hot STON. Mr. President, the resolution 
refnre the Senate 1 one to which any r remarks 
t | may have to make on the present occasion 

be pe rtinent and appropriate. The debates 
, he ave taken place upon the great questions 
whieh now interest the country , have been of a 
eomewhat discursive character. The discussion 


y 


1s involved questions affecting the duration of | 


our Government, the continuance of our Union, 
and the preservation of our free mstitutions. I 
have a rightto presume that every gentleman here 
desires, like myself, to preserve the Union. That 
the times 
deny. More than thirty years ago | was in the 
councils of. this nation, and for the last ten years 
| have had the honor of serving in this body. 
During all this period, I] have not witnessed 
crisis like the present, nor one portending such 
imminent evils to the country as this does 

[ do not know that it he in my power to cast 
oil on the troubled waters, or to allay that excite- 
ment which I regret entiomety to see prevailing, 
not only in the Senate, but in the country. Instead 


are woe fully out of joint, no one will | 


of being engaged in the work of estranging the | 


feelings of different portions of this body, and 
indulging in discussion calculated to alienate sec- 
tion from section, I should be glad to see the 
efforts of the mind, the genius, the power, and 
the influence, of the Senators of the United States, 
united in devising plans for the purpose of recon- 
ciling the diverse feeling that exists in the country. 
The Same research which is used in the collation 


1} 
moving to “take up the resolution is not to || 


| when there were no pe ople there. 


| what means did they become 


of things in that devoted Territory. This would 
not have been so, if my counsel had been fol- 
lowed. When the Territory was organized, it 
was nothing but a wilderness, without an inhabit- 
ant. Yow talked of transfe rring sovereienty to 
the people of that barren and wilderness region 
You said that, 
if they went there, they necessarily inherited sov- 
eignty, and it Was legitimate for them to exercise 
it. Could soverei ignty be given to that people 
by Congress unless Congress had the sovereign 
powerthemselves? If Congress have the inherent 
power to legislate in regard to the Territories on 
all subjects, slave ry included, they have the power 
to control it. have always contended that Con- 
gress has nothing to do w ith the question of sla- 
very—that it is a creature of State sovereignty, 
subject to State jurisdiction, and that Congress 
has no control over it. 

If the people of the Territory are sovereign, by 
so? Congress 
created them into acommunity, and granted them 
certain powers. Congress could not grant those 
powers if it did not possess them itself. They 

ave no organic law—they have none of the attri- 
butes of sovereignty, which are not conferred by 
Congress. Congress must have had all the power 


| which it delegated to them, or the act was a 


of facts for the purpose of arraigning each section | 


of the country, would be en more profitably 
employed if it were devoted to the task of recall- 
ing reminiscences of the past, reviving the feelings 


prevailed among them in the formation of this 


Government, and in the emancipation of this coun- | 


try from foreign domination. If thus employed, 
it would have a te ndency to draw more closely 
together the fraternal bonds that ought to bind 


the different sections of the Union, and expel | 


from the deliberative bodies of this nation the 
spirit of discord and dissension. I should be de- 
lighted if it were possible for me, by any effort of 
mine, humble as I am, to direct the minds of 
Senators to an cbject so praiseworthy, and so 
important to the peace and well-being of the eoun- 
try as toseek to draw its different extremes into 
a closer unity, and a more affectionate and accord- 
ant feeling. If this could be done I think the 


country would deem it an auspicious sign; one | 
worthy of admiration; one that would not only | 


command their love and esteem, but inspire them 
with profound respect for the actions of the great 
men employed in this holy task. 

Sir, if evils exist in the country of the magni- 
tude to which I have alluded—if the times are out 
of joint, there must be some cause, some ri ason, 
for it, some latent disease which requires a rem- 

edy. How can we ascertain what remedy is 
required, till we find the cause of the disease? I[ 
was here at its inception. I thought then that I 


nullity. They have no law which is not in sub- 
ordination to the act of Congress. When it was 
proposed to repeal the Missouri compromise, by 
the passage of the Kansas-Ne braska act »l took 
the position that Congress had no power to confer 

lipon the people of the Territories any authority 
which it did not itself constitutionally possess; 
and that the powers granted were subje ct to 
resumption by Congress; and that upon the sub- 
ject of slavery, or any other subject on which 
they might pass laws, the question would neces- 
sarily revert to the C onere ss of the United States, 


|| and would produce the very state of things w hich 
of ¢ our fathers, and that unity of sentiment whic h 


foresaw the very state of things which is now | 


existing. When the 2 Moma was made in 
this body to repeal the WV 
made a remark which indicated my apprehen- 


issourl compromise, I | 


sions of what the consequences of that fatal meas- | 


ure would be. 
the inception of its results, but f apprehended the 
youngest child then born, would not witness its 
termination. I hope it will terminate without 
any fearful catastrophe. I hope and believe that, 
though impassioned leaders have for a while con- 
trolled the 
though stormy agitation has been created in the 


I said that the aged might witness | 


action of the American people, and | 


land, and still exists, Providence has in store for | 


this people g great blessings. I trust that in His 
own good time, Providence, who has guided us 
in the past, will conduct us safely out of the 
difficulty in which we are now placed. I most 
devoutly hope for such a consummation. 


| 


The condition of Kansas at this time seems | 


to be the exciting cause of our difficulty. That 
Territory, to say the least, is most unfortunately 


circumstanced—unfortunate because it has been | 


the source of mischief to the country—unfortu- | 
nate because it has led to a most calamitous state || 


| ject of slavery, 


| by the people of the Territories. 


we now perceive. The object was declared to be 
to divest Congress of all the trouble of governing 
the ‘Territories—to allay the agitation on the sub- 
so that it should never again 
present itself in these Halls, but be quietly se tiled 
I said then that 


| this hope would prove delusive, because Congress 


| repeal the o 


| had control over the Territoriés, and could revise 


their laws, and the subject would be agitated in 
the Senate and in the House of Representatives. 
Will any one deny the power of Congress to 
organic act constituting the Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska? 
Congress. It was said that the Missouri com- 
promise was nothing but anact of Congress, and 
therefore repealable. Is this organic act of Con- 
gress more important from its nature—is it more 
important from its antiquity, and from the benign 
influences which it has shed on the country— 
than was the Missouricompromise? If that was 
repealable, after the lapse of a third of a century, 
I contend thatthe present organic law of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas is repealable ; and of course all 
acts done in subordination of the organic law, or 
under pretext of obedience to that law, are subjeet 
to revision and repeal by the Congress of “the 
United States. A Territory has none of the 
attributes of sovereignty. Sovereignty is above 
control: it is either hereditary, or it 1s constituted 
and acquieseed in by the will of the people, and 
has no superior. 

I shall not expatiate upon the existing evils in 
Kansas and their causes an consequences. I[ 
wish | had not heard so many reasons as I have 
heard for deploring theirgondition. The measure 
which produced them has been one of eminent 
confusion and misfortune, to say the least of it. 
I have no doubt that the occurrences in that Ter- 
ritory have been exaggerated on both sides; but, 
to my mind, one fact is made very clear: that the 
google of Kansas did net, of their own accord, 
as a separate community, uninfluenced by exter- 


|} nal pressure, enact the Jaws which are now said 
| to exist in that Territory. 


They were enacted 
by an extraneous influence, and not by the in- 
habitants of the Territory. Some of the laws 
themselves are proscriptive and inhibitory; and, 
as the distinguished Senator from Mic higan (Mr. 
Cass] has said, a disgrace to the age. 1 willadd 
that they are a ‘disgrace to any people. 

I believe a majority of the members of this body 
concur that some redress is necessary. Efforts 
have been made by each House which were 


It is a mere act of 
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thought to afford that redress; but they have not 
been in harmony with each other, and they yet 
remain suspended. What action is hereafter to 
be taken I know not; but all concede that a rem- 
edy for existing evils is necessary, and that some 
of the provistons of the oppressive and uncomstt!- 
tutional laws which exist in that Territory ought 
to be repealed. This is my own desire, and it is 


in harmony with that of the majority. | was not 
here when the bill passed by the Senate, last 
month, was voted upon, but | should have fa- 


vored its passage because [ was anxious to extend 
the most full and perfect relief to the people of 
Kansas; and if entire relief could not be given, I 
was anxious to afford such relief as this body 
could consistently give, and to repeal those laws 
which were obnoxious and bore the impress of 
tyranny and the unreasonable tn 
their demands, unknown to the spirit of the Con- 
stitution, and adverse to the bill of rights by 
which every citizen is shielded, or, if he is not, 
there is a flagrant abuse of power 

I trust the day is not far distant when a suffi- 
cient remedy will be devised. We cannot look 
into the future ; we cannot devise means to cuard 
against all possible contingencies; but the pru- 
dent, the wise, the cautious, and the sngacious 
statesman, will always look forward to some 
ultimate object, and seek to give such a direc- 
tion to public affairs as will attain the greatest 
good for his country. I trust wisdom will guide 
our councils; and | hope that the deliberative as- 
semblies of the nation will be hereafter less dis- 
tracted than they have been heretofore, and that 
the festering wounds of the body-politic will cie- 
atrize, and peace and health be restored to the 
whole community. 

Mr. President, I propose briefly to define my 
position, not on account of any peculiar linpor- 
tance attached to myself or because my political 
attitude at this time is of great consequence. If 
am not of sufficient importance in the politieal 


abuse of power, 


arena to desire either to attract notice or give di- 
rection to public sentiment. I entertain my own 
opinions, feelings, and convictions. ‘They are 


satisfactory to my own judgment; 
are so to others or not, is not a matter of great 
concernment to me. I shall not ask wheré am I 
to go? I do not think it a question of sufficient 
import ance to have a consultation of the Senate 
upon it; but [ shall take it for granted that | am 
just exactly where my inclinations and opinions 
have placed me. , 

1 acted harmoniously for many years with 
what was denominated*the Democratic party. It 
laid down great cardinal principles which had 
been taught by the Gamaliel of Democracy. | 
had liste ned to his teachings; I heard them 
always with respect and reverence. I imbibed 
his opinions readily, for when I first heard his 
teachings my mind was young and susceptible. 
With the increase of years my judgment became 
strengthened by experience, and the bias was 
irreversible; so that i became, as I still remain, a 
firm, ardent, Jackson Democrat. I was so, be- 
cause I believed the teacher was honest, and his 
yrinciples rauonal. He acted upon his teachings. 
His wisdom, his experience, and his patriotism, 
were lamps to my feet and lights to my path. 
Thus have I walked-in the Democratic faith. 
There was no alienation or estrangement of great 
magnitude in the party until I saw, at the incep- 
= of the repeal of the Missouri compromise, 


whether hat y 


1at that measure conflicted with the teachings of 


a. great man. I look for no new lights, and 
no new leaders to instruct me or illumime my 
pathway. If the lights which I have received 
are not sufficient to conduct me safely in the 
mazes of life, 1 do not expect to derive much in- 
struction from the new hghts that are 
up now-a-days, I would as soon follow the 
ignis fatuus with an expectation of reaching firm 
ground, as follow teachings that are adverse to 
my reason, and the convictions of my mind. [ 
was satisfied that the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise was radically wronz, and I therefore op- 
posed it. 
I allude to these matters now because, unim- 
ortant as I am, I have been made a target; I 
Soe been cma y pursued in my far distant 
wilderness home persons who had Federal 
machinery with w by h to operate. They have 
| been after me with a hot poker and with a sharp 
| stick. Lam disposed to take the point off the 
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stick and to cool the poker. aan one 
not intend that they shall ran at me with these 
instruments without some attempts lo ward them 
off. In the State in which I live not only have I 
been pursued and proscribed in this way, but my 
friends have’ been stricken down and informers 
have been constituted in the character of a com- 
mittee for transmitung to Washington proscrip- 
tive denunciation of individuals who held posi- 
tions there unless they would succumb to these 
petty dynasties. Sir, I assure you, that during 


the last summer 80 Insecure did I feel my corre- 
spondence to be, though it was not of a political | 


character, that [ used postage stamps instead of 
my frank to give security to my letters. Whether 
these matters are worthy of observation to grave 
Senators here, is a point about which | am some- 
what careless. They were to me no imaginary 
grievances. I defied the spirit that sought to 
persecute me, and the vindictive hate which could 
only emanate from weak minds. I feel, how- 
ever, that circumstances have made it proper for 
me to go back to first principles and look into the 
origin of this controversy and show the causes 
from which our difficulties have arisen. 

Can you believe, sir, that the repeal of the 
M issour! compromise was necessary as a healing 
measure to give peace and tranquillity to this coun- 
try? When it was introduced, all was peace. 
There was peace from Calais to San Diego, from 
Cape Flattery to Cape Florida—th® whole coun- 
try was pervaded with universal peace. The 
measures which had produced it had the sanction 
of the South, and the approval of the North. 
Nothing seemed to disturb the happy repose. Our 
Union was a placid ocean of rest. Was there any 
measure within the imagination of man to devise 
which could have had so deleterious an influence 
upon the peace and harmony of the country as 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise? Notone, 
sir, in the broad domain of America. Pandora’s 
box was opened by that repeal. Now, through- 
out this broad land you see its malign influence 
ipon peace, upon concord, upon fraternal aflec- 
tion. } 
from the public councils. Bnt for that measure, 
we had reason to expect the duration of peace to 
be eternal whilst this country stood, whilst lib- 


erty existed, or whilst patriotism had a resting | 


place inan American heart or there was a hand 
to raise in defense of our institutions. 

The Missourl compromise was passed under 
the Democratic Administration of Mr. Monroe. 
It was sanctioned by lus Cabinet, a majority of 
them southern men. It Was approved by the wise 
men of that day; by the great lights that have 
adorned the Senate Chamber, and rendered its 
name illustrious. Monroeand Jackson, Polk and 
Taylor, were in the presidential chair from the 
South, and not one of them claimed, in her be- 
half, the repeal of the Missouri compromise. 
The most sagacious, astute, and vigilant states- 


man of the South—he who watched, with Argus | 


eyes, everything which seemed to point the least 
finger at southern interests or southern institu- 
tions—the illustrious Mr. Calhoun—regarded its 
repeal as the death-knell of the Union. ‘The great 
men, who regarded southern interests with as 
much tenacity and patriotism as any men who 
have lived, surely would have discovered the 
great secret of restoring peace toa country which 
was st peace! But, sir, it was left, not for the 
sagacily, not for the astuteness, not for the patri- 
ousm, not for the jealousy, of southern men, to 
discover that this great measure was important 


All were blighted by it—driven out, exiled | 





to southern interests; it came from a northern | 


man. He needs must be more southern than the 
men of the South. Sir, | clatm to be a southern 
man. tt was born in the South; I have lived in 


the South; | have served the South; | have been 
faithful to the South. have been no alien, es- 
tranged from southern rights and southern inter- 
ests; but | was born a man of the Union; I have 
lived in the Union, and L have lived out of the 
Union. returned to the Union, and | brought 
accessions with me, not to a section, but to the 
Union 
the South. All that ts dear to me ts in the South. 
My home, though it be but an humble cabin, is 
in the South, on soil redeemed from foreizn des- 
potism. Did | ask any one, in days that are past, 
to tell me what were my rights, who was in- 
croaching upon them, and what measure was 
obnoxious to southern rights? No, sir, I asked 


The bones of mv ancestors slumber in | 
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noone. If I am content with the humiliation of | 
my condition, it is no man’s business to thrust | 
dignity upon me which may not befit me well. | 


| have alluded to the men who had indorsed the |! 


Missouri compromise. Il was unwilling to see it 
disturbed. 1 knew that the mighty dead, if they 
could rise, would put their hands to the great 
work of its preservation, and if necessary, to | 
wop that glorious pillar of peace with their lives. 

felt that it was my duty to maintain the work 
of their hands. I had other reasons which | will 
not detain the Senate by giving. There was one, 
however, that I will mention, which the South | 
will realize and readily comprehend. Before that 
repeal free soil did notapproach within four hun- 
dred and fifty miles of ‘Texas; and if good faith 
had been maintained with the Indians, it might 
not have touched us for half a century, or even 
longer. Now it comes on our borders for one 
hundred and sixty miles. You have laid open 
that vast frontier to the escape of fugitives, whilst 
we have another frontier equally exposed on the 
It was not worsting the 
condition of slavery, nor improving the condition 
of free soil, to al.ow them to remain as remote 
as they had been; but this measure has extin- 
guished space, done away with distance, and | 
produced conflict. I had another reason. I de- 
sired, above all things, to maintain faith inviolate 
with the Indians; and faith and concord between 
the two sections of the country. These were the 
great reasons that presented themselves to my | 
mind; and they were satisfactory. 

Was that measure necessary for any practical | 
purpose, either of freedom orslavery? I believed 
then, as I believe now, that Kansas will be a free 
State, and, therefore, instead of that measure 
benefiting the South, she was inviting people to 
an uninhabited region to form a new State to be 
added to a section already numercially superior 
to her. I thoughtthere were other outlets, where 
there was no restraint on emigration, to which 
northern settlers could go, as congenial in climate 
and as auspicious in soil. I have one solution 
for that measure, which I feel it incumbent on me 
to state, because, though it be not pouring oil on 
the troubled waters, it will, at least, be giving an 
example which history will record, and which 
hereafter may have a salutary influence on these 
who choose to experiment, at the expense of the 
harmony, peace, and concord of their country. 

It will be recollected that an unfortunate inci- 
dent occurred in New York shortly after the 
incoming of the present Administration, in the 
removal of Mr. Bronson from the collectorship 
of that city. It led to consequences which were 
deemed disastrous and ruinous to the prospects 
of the Executive for a renomination so fur as it 
depended on the State of New York. It became | 
necessary to counteract that effect, and to do 
something which would have a tendency to com- 
bine the South as a unit. The effort had been 
made on previous occasions to unite the South in 
regard to the tariff, but that was not effectual. It 
was then determined in conclave, as 1 was in- 
formed, to present this measure in order to make 
an issue on which to unite the South. To be 
most authentic on that point, [ will narrate an 
occurrence which took place at the time. 

When I understood that the odious measure of 
repealing the Missouri compromise was in con- 
templation, | met a certain gentleman and asked 
him if he had heard of it?) He said he had. I 
asked him if he was committed on the subject? 
He replied that he was. | expressed my regret, 
and hoped his commitgal was not irreversible. 
hie replied that it was, and gave the circumstaices 
under which the measure had been presented to 
him. 1 said to him, ‘* Sir, if this bill passes, it 
will disrupt the Democratic party; it will pros- 
trate Mr. Pierce; it will endanger the Union.”’ 
He replied, ‘* You are mistaken, General; it will 
reélect Mr. Pierce.’’ ‘* Ah!’’ said 1, ** how?’’ 
**Sir,’’ said he, ‘it will give him the united 
southern vote, and then he will get [inois, Indi- 
ana, and Pennsylvania, and they will elect him 
without New York.’? When I heard this, I 
understood the ** great boon’’ that was offered to 
the South! IT replied, ** You are mistaken; for, 
in eighteen months from this day, you will find 
that Mr. Pierce cannot be elected a constable in 


/any beat in the United States, in my opinion.’? | 
y y op 


i 


(Laughter. } : 
That was the inception of this great measure. | 
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Now we see what it has brought on the co 
| Weare inthe midstof the trouble that has 
| from the ambitious views which dictated that 

repeal, If we are to reconcile these differences 
it must be done by conciliation, not by pursuing 
a course which will increase the estrangement 
between Senator and Senator, section and section 
Let gentlemen here go to work like the political 
fathers of the country. Let them seek conecilia. 
tion; let them not seek estrangement and alice 
tion of feeling. We are obliged to live together 
We are the people of one nation. Though we may 
have internal divisions, external causes must 
keep us together. We are irresistible, we are 
invulnerable, so long as we are united; but dig. 
sever this Union, and we should become a prey 
not to internal dissensions, but to foreign ambj. 
tion and aggrandizement. We should cease to 
be the glorious people we were; our reminiscences 
would be no longer national; our glorious mem- 
ories would be blurred; and the world would say 
‘‘these men sprung from noble sires, but they 
have proved themselves unworthy of liberty and 
have sunk to the grade of ignoble sons.’” Let 
not this reproach fall upon us, but let us stand up 
like men and meet the occasion; act considerately, 
rationally, and patriotically, as becomes men 
who have an interest beyond the present in the 
fate of their posterity. If we cannotlive together 
with occasional broils and bickerings, would our 
condition be improved by disunion? Now we 
can meet and talk and act together, and though 
unkind feelings may grow up, they can be recon- 
ciled; but if we cannot live together in fraternal 
relations, we never can in a state of antagonism 
and disunion, ‘Then hostility, incessant annoy- 
ances, will dispense with all the offices of speace 
and kindness, and we shall be thrown upoh that 
dire and dernier resort—the chance of arms and 
the hazards of battle. 

But, Mr. President, grave charges have been 
made against a party of which I acknowledge 
myself to be a member. If an apology were 
necessary to the Senate for saying so, { might 
make it; but as I have never yet found it incum- 
bent on me to disown my country or my charac- 
ter, | will not, on this occagion, render any apol- 
ogy. The reason why I cannot act with the 
present Democracy, (who, by the by, have a 
very few of the features of the old Jackson De- 
mocracy that I can discern,) is, that they have 
denounced the American principle in their plat- 
form—they have incorporated the Nebraska bill 
as one of the planks, and have placed the issue of 
the canvass upon that. I have stood in an atti- 
tude of antagonism to that from the commence- 
ment, and I have given my reasons for that coursé. 
I am not going to stulufy myself by acting with 
such a party. If I did, they might very justly 
point at me and say, ‘He is a contempuble 
tellow, because we have branded him and his 
principles, and he yet acts with us.’’ But, sir,I 
am a member of the American party, because I 
aman American born,and wish tolive and breathe 
my country’s air, and desire my children after me 
to breathe the same air and enjoy the same free 
institutions, shielded by the same egis, and follow, 
if necessary, the same banner in defense of their 
rights, and the same eagle that has brought vic- 
tory and joy to. our country. 

The American party ts said to be proscriptive. 
(I do not know what proscription means in the 
estimation of some gentlemen, or in the political 
parlance of the day. It seems to me that we are 
hot proscriptive in resisting a foreign political 
influence located abroad, and in fortifying and 
intrenching ourselves in the enjoyment of the 
Protestant religion. We war against no religion, 
against no sect. We war against the junction of 
Church and State, against the unity of civil and 
religious power dangerous to our liberty, and so 
declared by our Constitution. We are acting in 
harmony with that sacred instrument. If I saw 
the Hindoo, the idolater, the Pagan, in hig devo- 
tions, [ would not disturb him: That is’a mat- 
ter exclusively his own. But when I see that an 
institution is sought to be fixed ypon this coun- 
try by every insidious and operative art which is 
calculated to put down Protestantism and estab- 
lish Popery, and when their very communion 
obligation is to exterminate and discountenance 
and persecute all Protestants, | think, with rev- 
| erence to the opinions of our ancestry, we are 
‘bound to place ourselves on the defensive. 1 
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particular reasons to feel this. lam ay 


have 
wane to narrate unimportant history in Texas, 
rid re to allude to an important historical 


t which oecurred there. 


4: the fall of the Alamo, one hundred and 
int men lost their lives. Leonidas 

iis Spartans never fell more gloriously in 

r for Grecian liberty than these men ner 

| for Texas. How were the y treat d? After 


every man was butchered—not one left to tell the 

layers of wood were put down, and then 
human bodies, alternately, until a pil 
de. Then the faggot was applied, and 
ere consumed to ashes under the maledic- 
) of a priest. The y were not only persecute d 
life, but execrated in death. Say you not that 
fearful commentary upon that religi: 


rs of 


is m 


¢ isa mn, 

id if I am not to defend myself and children 
against it? Iam an American. I will be one. 
| will resist the despot’s front, or the insidious 
wiles of Jesuitism. 


These are reasons enough for me; but I ask the 
intelligent Senate to point to one spot on earth, 


where Catholic power or influence prevails, in 
which trial by jury, the right of habeas corpus, or 
Magna Baoan Seine? ] "3 in favor of a free 
relizion, and an-open Bible. The war is betweén 
mopen Bible and free i on the one side,and 
aclosed Bible and dk spousm on the other. You 
have this issue to meet. 

\re we not now negotiating with foreign coun- 
tries to obtain for American citizens who die 
there the right of Christian burial? Do the 
American party wish to exclude any one here, 


Catholic denomination 
in our common lot—the narrow house of death? 
No. The Cathoke may be laid without objec- 
tion by — side of our brother o 


of the 


, from partici ancy 


r our sister, and 


he may be shrived, if he pleases, by the priest, 
in their manner of c¢ Ng Ee but an Ameri- 
can Protestant citizen, he dies s in a foreign 


country, is cast upon an potter ’s field, and ex- 
cluded from C hristi: in burial; and you tell me we 
are prose riptive. Ob, shame upon political arti- 
fice ! : 

A sentiment, Mr. President, which I fully ap- 
prove, was once uttered by an extraordi nary 
man, whose counsels [ still revere, though he 
may be falling nto disrepute, as I see in the pres- 
political contest he is denounced as infamous, 
insane, as tyrannical—a monster in human 
[ allude to the patriot Jackson. He ut- 
tered a sentiment which I am willing to indorse 
to-day, and through all future time to which my 
span may reach, be it long or short. It will 
never be contracted or obliterated from my heart. 


ra 
as 


snape. 


It is : ©The Union—it must and shall be 
preserv@d.’’ You cannot get rid of it. You can- 
not make the arrangement nece ssary under a 
plan of disunion that will answer; and I will 


tell you why. In my opinion, the Union is en- 
shrined in the hearts of the Ameri people, 
and though their statesmen and representatives 
may quarrel here, the great mass is sound, De- 
votion to the Union is with them a religious prin- 
ciple, whether they profess any other religion or 


not. The mother teaches her children, the 
schoolmaster teaches his scholar, the orator 
teaches his auditory, to reverence, respect, and 


love the Union. Throughout the country this is 
a sentiment common to all, dear to all, cherished 
by all. You cannot affect it. Your bickerings 
here, I trust, will have less effect than the Ne- 
braska bill had. That measure was concocted 
here The people knew nothing of it. Both 
pao parties of the South represented here 
1appened to concur in it. The Whigs lost, as I 
feared they would, a great chance to come into 
pees by their action then. I said that if they 
iad not proclaimed the Whigs of the South to 
be a unit on that que stion, ‘and arrayed them- 
Selves as a party in support of that measure, 
though they appeared then to be disorganized, 
they “would, in less than four years, be omnipo- 
tent, and, in my opinion, would control this Gov- 
ernment for sixteen years. 

Mr. CLAY. With the permission of the Sen- 
ator, | should be glad to ask him a question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With great pleasure. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 wish to understand the Sena- 
tor dstinctly. I understood him to say that he 
Jeft the Democratic party because it advocated 
the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. CLAY. 


And that he now acte d and 


coop- 
erated with the American party, because it advo- 
cated the restoration of the Missouri compro- 
mise? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir: I gave no intimation 
of that kind. Iwill answer the gentleman by 
the assurance that I deem any agitation of that 
subje el impolitic and u iwise. I now see ipbsu- 
perable difficulties to the restoration of that com- 


L have little world’s goods, but 


that little is to me as if | had millions. 
All the millionaires of the world conjoined can- 
not have their millions more important to them 
than what little I have is to me; but I would most 
freely give more than half of all that I 
the h 


promise. of the 


as mucn 


poss ss, 


ritazce of my children, to have the com- 
promise restored as it was before the repeal, or 
never to have had it touched. 


Mr. CLAY. Perhaps I misunderstood the 
gentleman. He did not say that he joined the 
American party because it proposed to restore the 
Missouri compromise, but because it condemned 
the rep al. 

HOUSTON. The American party con- 
demn all unnecessary agitations; they go for the 
Union out and out, or | would not act with them. 
If a man who votes for the same poli tical party 


with me were to utter a sentimentin favor of dis 

union, though threescore years may have relax: d 
me somewhat, | would knock him down. No 
man who belongs to that party shall claim fellow- 


ship with me if he is for disunion. 

It is easy to account for unanimity of the 
South in regard to the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise. !t has been produced not, by an investi- 
gation of the subject by the pe ople, but because 
it went forth as an Administration measure, in- 
dorsed by the two political parties which had 
theretofore existed at the South, by the newspa- 
pers of the South, by the Federal office holders of 
the South. All sang peans to the repeal of the 
Missouri Snenereonne and it was taken, pro con- 
fesso, to be a proper measure. Iwas the only 
heretic in that broad land, and I am proud that I 
have never sacrificed principle to expediency. If 
a man, in the integrity of his heart, in the fullness 
of his soul, loves his ¢ ountry, and cannot stand 
out ** solitary and alone’”’ a: rainst the combined in- 
fluence of patronage, of presses, of power, and of 
parties, | do not envy him his eminence; but if 
he can stand them, he ought to do it. 

My position in regard to that measure ms ry be 
fairly tested by an illustration. Let us suppose 
that, anterior to the preside ntial election which 
brought into power the present Executive, the 
que stion of the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise had been made an issue in the canvass, ‘and 
one of the candidates advocated the repeal: how 
many votes do you suppose he would have got? 
Not one State from Maine to Florida, not one 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, would he have 
received. The public mind, uninfluenced by the 
factitious ddenaiiaiiah es to which [ haveadverted, 
would act freely, and say, ‘ Let italone; the great 
men of our country have made it; we have become 
glorious, renowned, and powerful under it; do 
not disturb it.’’ So said the Union newspaper, 
the organ of the Democratic party, when the 
question was first agitated. It said, let this com- 
promise alone; it is inexpedientand unnecessary 
to disturb it. The distinguished Senator from 
Michigan said it was uncalled for and unneces- 
sary. My friend from Virginia [Mr. Hunter} 
said it was a trifling little measure. I dreaded it 
then. I apprehended that, though it might be a 
cloud no bigger thana man’s hand, it would soon 
spread and pervade this broad land. It has now 
become a murky , disagreeable cloud, but | hope 
the bright sun of reason will soon expel it, and 
give light and joy and peace to every American 
heart. The day that restores to our country 
peace upon this subject, will be one of the brigt.t- 
est days that has dawned since the declaration 
of independence, or the victory at Yorktown. 

The American party is charged with being a 
new party. Ladmitit. All parties must have 
a beginning. 
Republican party, has grown out of the repeal 
of the Missouri compromise. The Democratic 
party came into power omnipotent four years ago. 


the 


They thought they could wield and mold and 


give shape to the opinions of the country. 


They | 
thought that power was inherent in them; 


The American party,as wellas the | 





were omnipot ent, and that their rule was firmly 





establis hed forever. I was one of that party; but 
when the Nebraska bill came up, I stood by my 
principles, and the party left m I stood alone. 
Tt was sary that new political partiess ild 
ris The aversion of t! yuntry t6 this Admin- 
istt yn grew stronger and stro t The Exec- 
ulive appomtim nts, the Cabinet ministe s, the 
measures of the Administration—all were « u- 
lated to produce agitation and excitement in the 
eauntry. It was necessary for new political par- 
ties to be formed. The dominant party had 
become too powerful, too self-reliant, to yassump- 
tive, if you will allow the expression. T he Vv 
thought they could do what they } used, The 
public mind rebelled against this dictation and 
assumption. A great party grew up atthe North, 
on the principle of resistan he Nebraska bill. 
An infant in the cradle might have dreamed this, 
and raight have Known in its waking hours that 
it would be so. The American party, national 
in its objects, was formed throughout the North 
and South, though it has since, to some extent, 
been separated. Ona.great object which it had 


in view was to cement the union of th States— 


bonds—toexclude 


( 
} 
i 


to connectthem by indissolubl 


from them all alien influences which might impair 
the Union, or at some future d iv sap the Consti- 
tution, These were the influences which led 

it. It was produced, also, by the court previ- 
ously paid by political parties to influences extra- 
neous to our nativity. It became a saying in 
pre sidential el ctions, “Whoever gets the Cat } 
olic vote, or the foreign vote, will be elect hag 
Court was made by the Democratic and Whig 
parties to these influences. I do notexempteither 
of these parties from this charge. Chey made 


court for the of securing these political 
influence S, In order to be elevated to power, 
with everv succes 
in political 
m rally 


purpose 
i 

and 
ased 
incxXtent our standing, 


s these influences were inere 
power, and to th 


and poli lily, free 


LIC 


as a people, was 

impaired. It became necessary to arrest these 
deleterious influences; and it was the design of 
- (American party to attain this objeet, and make 
a Acans kind and beneficent in our feelings 


The American party has no disposit 
fere with, or proseribe, whoemivrate 
country; but if we have the power, we ought to 
use it discreetly in according to them privileges 
which they formerly had not in the countries of 
their birth. 

One of the most sensible anecdotes I ever heard 


ion to inter- 


tose to our 


was said to have occurred in the country in 
which I reside. Four gentlemen were running 


for the Legislature,two on each side—two A meri- 


cans and .wo modern Democrats. One of the 
Democrats went to a Getman who lived there, 
and talked to him about temperance. The Ger- 
man thought it would be a good thing if men 


could be kept from getting drunk, and felt inclined 


to vote for those who would sustain that view. 
At last said the candidate, ** You are a foreigner, 
and these Americans go against foreigners hold- 
ing office or voting at elections. **Ah,”’ says he, 
‘swell [ shall vote for those men.’’ ** Why?’ 
said the candidate. ‘* Well,’’ said he, ‘the Ameri- 


ans first had ee eee they made the country; 
ales y made the Constituuon; they made the laws; 
and they unde reas them. If they make good 
laws, we Germans who come here get the benefit 


of them. if they make bad laws they have to 
stand the bad laws. We get everything we 
want, and what we make in the country. Ifa 


German, comes here, he does not understand your 
language; he does not understand your laws; he 
does not understand anything about the country. 


he cannot make your ‘laws. When he comes 
here he can vet the benefit of the m, and t all 
he ought to have. I never want a German who 
does not understand the language of the « Untry; 
who does understand its Constitution and laws, 
to come here from Germany and make laws for 


me, for | came away to get rid of bad laws there, 
and I do not want the Germans to make the laws 
for me here.’ 

{am for that principle. The country is ours, 
I would extend benefits liberally to honest 


cum 
grants; | would give them more liberty than the y 
ever enjoyed in their fatherland, and certain! y 
would restrain them of none. They have no 


right to claim to rule over us. I would give them 


that much more than is guarantied to our own ¢ili- 


| their strength could not be impaired; that they || zens in other nations. 
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time is coming for the country than there has 
been for some period past. I regret the dissen- 


sions which now exist between the two Houses || 


of Congress. I hope they will be reconciled, and 
] can be at no loss in tracing them to their origin. 
Jam not here as an apologist for any party. I 
stand here to do justice to all. I stand here for 
my country, to do what I think will sustain and 
rive permanency to her institutions, and improve 
her condition as a nation. I will never, under 
any circumstances, foster dissension or promote 
faction, nor do I conceive that [ am doing so 
when | occupy my present position before the 
world. Though I do not act with a political 
party holding the name of that great party with 
which it was my pride to act in days gone by, l 
am acting with a political party based upon prin- 
ciples which I approve; principles which must 
ultimately obtain in the country, at a more early 
period, | think, than has been generally antici- 
pated. I know the influence of power and pat- 
ronage; I have feltit; but I have an abiding confi- 
dence in the intelligence of my countrymen. New 
influences will operate on them. ‘They will see 
the necessity of doing something; and I hope that 


whatever is done will tend to the harmony and | 


peace of the country, and the preservation of the 
JniIOnN. 

1 have heard it in the streets—I have heard it 
from official gentlemen—it is not necessary nor 
would it be proper for me to name them—that in 
a certain contingency, if a gentleman who is now 
a candidate for the Presidency should be elected, 
resistance will be made, and thousands of bay- 
onets will be glistening in this avenue to resist 
him. Sir, that sentiment is not worthy of an 
American. If [ had a twin-brother who uttered 
it I should certainly rebuke him, if I did not 
chastise him. I am as nmch opposed to the can- 
didate alluded to as any one. I have no objection 
to him personally, but I dislike the idea of a 
sectional candidate. I think it is calculated to 
scctionalize the country, and impair the strength 
of the Union, and of course am necessarily 
opposed to his election on principle. .If, how- 
ever, he receive a constitutional majority of the 
electoral votes, and be elected according to the 


Constitution, | shall recognize him as the Chief | 


Magistrate of my country. I shall not do hom- 

are to the individual, but I shall bow reverently 

to the mandates of the Constitution and the voice 

of the American people. I will submit; every 

cena will submit, Vou are to judge the tree 

'y its fruit; but because we are not gratified in 

our expectations and our desires about the eleva- 

tion of different candidates, we are not to quarrel 

and engage in strife. Any man who is elected 

to the presidential chair by the American people, 

through the constitational channel, deserves from | 
every honest man and every patriot obedience 
as the constitutional head of this nation, and he | 
shall have mine. I am glad that the opposite 
sentiment does not obtain in the party of which 

lama member. [f defeated we shall submit. 

If others be triumphant, we shall coéperate in | 
everything that we conceive is for the country’s 
good—everything that we think calculated’ to | 
promote harmony and peace, and give strength 
and perpetuity to the Union and concord to the | 
American people. These are our sentiments, and | 
we have none which prevent us from obeying | 
the Constitution or render us alien to the duty 

of good citizens. I trust the day is not distant | 
when all the troubled waters of our present sec- 
tional strife will be quieted—when agitation will 
cease. Thouch it does not now lash at the base | 
of the Cayitol, or in the Halls of deliberation, it | 
has reached a dangerous height. I trust a calm | 
will ensue to this turbulency of the elements, and | 
that peace, joy, tranquillity, and ho ve, brightened 
by delightful visions, will carved this whole 
community. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senatorfrom Texas has | 
satisfied me that the resolution ought not to be | 
adopted. I move to lay it on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The business | 
first in order is the motion of the Senator from | 
Virginia, [Mr. Huwrer,] to lay on the table the 
bill (S. No. 466) introduced by the Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Ourreanballt alter and amend 
the act of Congress, entitled ** An act to organize 
the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,’ ap- | 


THE CONGRE 





\ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


Mr. President, I sincerely trust that a better | proved May 30,1854. On that question the yeas 


| and nays have been ordered. 
Mr. SEWARD. I vote on this bill for two 


to have a quorum, and in the second place this 


present session, since the departure of the Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss] with whom I paired 


laying the bill on the table [ by no means com- 
mit myself to an approval of the bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
| resulted—yeas 22, nays 11; as follows: 


Brown, Butler, Clay, Dougtas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, 
, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, 
Reid, Toucey, Weller, and Wright—22. 
NAYSi—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Crittenden, Durkee, 
Foot, Foster, Harlan, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—11. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 
DESKS OF SENATORS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next thing 
in order of business 1s the following resolution 
offered by the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp:| 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause the 
desks appropriated to the use of the members thereof to be 
| removed from the Senate Chamber. 

Mr.SEWARD. I move that the consideration 
of that resolution be postponed until the third 
Wednesday in December next. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I hope that 
will be done. 

The motion was agreed to. 


There is no 
further business on the table. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


House ina few minutes. 
keep their seats, and not be absent. The bill will 
be here directly I am told. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 


Lf 


1857. 
Mr. HUNTER. [I ask that that bill be taken 


| up and considered now. 


twice by its tite, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


the others, except as to the proviso. I ask that 


United States, for the support of which appropriations are 


meut of any enactment heretofore passed by the bodies 





Mr. HUNTER. I move to strike out that pro- 
viso. 


Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; |) 


and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted | 
—yeas 26, nays 7; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- | 
see, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butier, Cass, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, ‘Douglas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, John- | 
son, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Thomp- 
son of Kentucky, Toucey, Weller, and Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Durkee, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Trumbull, 
Wade, and Wilson—7. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; || 
and the amendment made as in Committee of the |! 
Whole was concurred in, and ordered to be en- || 
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reasons; first, because Y desire to enable the Senate || 


question came up, if [ recollect aright, at the || 


off. I wish also to say, that in voting against || 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brodhead, 


I will state to the Senate that | 
an appropriation bill will be sent to us from the | 
1 hope Senators will 


sarcLAy, Assistant Clerk, announced | 


579) making appropriations for the support of | 
the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 


| 
There being no objection, the bill was read | 


Provided, That no part of the military service of the | 
made by this act, shall be employed in aid of the enforce- | 


' 
} 
claiming to be the Territorial Legisiature of Kansas. 








August 30, 
| Se oe, 
NAYS—Messrs. Durkee, Foot, Foster, Har} i 
|| bull, Wade, and Wilson—?7.” y Mariad, Trum. 
|| So the bill was passed. 


|| Mr. CLAY. I move the Senate take a recess 
until a message shall be received from the House 
|| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
|| will be made by unanimous consent. The Chai, 
| hears no objection. 


1 ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Barcray, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House had agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 579) makino 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending June 30, 1857. 


COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following rego. 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con. 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That such of the clerks of the stan ding com. 


| mittees as have been on duty during the extra session be 
paid the usual compensation. 


1] MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
announced that the House had passed without 
/amendment the following bills and resolutions of 
the Senate: 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 37) authorizing 
| Alexander D. Bache, Superintendent of the Coast 

survey, to accept a gold medal presented to him 
|| by the King of Sweden; 
|| An act (S. No. 465) to fix the times of holding 
|! in the State of Delaware the election of a Repre- 
sentative in the Congress of the United States; 
|| and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 12) allowing Dr. 
E. K. Kane, and the officers associated with him 
|| in their late expedition to the Arctic seas in search 
| of Sir John Franklin, to accept such token of 
acknowledgment from the Government of Great 
| Britain as it may please to present. 


ACCEPTANCE OF MEDALS. 


The message also announced that the House 
had passed the joint resolution (S. R. No. 31) 
| authorizing the acceptance of certain medals from 
it ° e 
| foreign Governments, with an amendment to add 
|| to the second section the words, ‘* and the Repub- 
lic of Bremen,’’ so as to make it read: 

Secr.2. And be it further resolved, That Lieutenant 
M. EF. Maury, of the United States Navy, be, and he is 
| hereby, authorized to accept the gold medals recently pre- 
| sented to him by the Governments of Prussia, and Holland, 


This is the same bill with | and the Republic of Bremen. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 





In the absence of 


the proviso be read for the information of the || the chairman of the Committee on Na ffairs, 
Senate. | \ I move a concurrence in the amendm of the 
The Secretary read it, as follows: || House. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
PUBLICATION OF DEBATES. 


Mr. CASS. I desire to ask the Senate now to 
take up tle resolution proposing to pay the three 
papers in this city for publishing the dion. 

Mr. MASON. I hope not. That resolution 
hasalready been acted on by the Senate, I believe, 
by laying it on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion will be read. 

The Secretary read the following resolution, 
submitted by Mr. Brown on the 9th of August: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay from the 
contingent fund of the Senate, to the proprietors of the 
Union, National Intelligencer, and Sentinel, for publishing 
the debates and proceedings of the Senate for the last two 
| Congresses, and up to the conclusion of the present ses- 


The resolu- 


| sion, at the rate of $4 50 per column: Provided, That any 
of said journals who may have already been paid for any 





grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. It | 
was read the third time. 
Mr. WILSON. lask for the yeas and nays | 
on the passage of the bill as amended. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. | 
Mr. SEWARD. As I suppose this will be the | 
last vote taken on this bill, I beg leave to repeat | 
that I am unable to vote, having paired off; but | 
for that, I should vote against the bill. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 7; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brod- 
bead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Crittenden, Douglas, 
Geyer, Houston, Hunter, {verson, Johnson, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toucey, Weller, and Wright—25. 


portion of the above service, shall not be again paid for the 


|| sane. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, a resolution of 
this character has been offered several times here- 
_tofore within my recollection, and never has it 
had the vote of the Senate in its favor. Itisa 
| proposition to pay certain papers in Washington 
for publishing the proceeaings of Congress, or 
| the speeches of the members of the two Houses 
| of Congress, which vr properly publish at their 
| own discretion, as a duty incumbent on them 
| to their subscribers. A newspaper at the city 
| of Washington would be of very little cofhpara- 
| tive value out of the city, unless it gave inform- 
ation of the proceedings of Congress, and gave 
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ail speeches as were of general public interest, | 
or as would be thought to be desirable to the | 
eperal class of readers. Now, can see no pro- 
nriety in compensating papers for doing that 
which it is ther own Interest to do, and which it | 
;to be presumed they would not do if it was not 
their interest. With one of those aomeeeeet 
the National Intelligencer, and with the Dem- | 
ocratic paper, the Union, there was a contract by 
Congress to report and publish the debates of the 
Senate, which [ think was carried on at the cost 
of 47 50 a column, and which they voluntarily 
declined as a burden they could not bear. They 
then resumed what they had always theretofore 
done, the publication of an account of the pro- 
ceedings of Congress, with occasional portions 
of the debates. I can see no propriety in paying 
them for this; and it does seem to me that it is 
an exceedingly bad precedent. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropuzap] suggests that it 
will take some twenty thousand dollars, and is to 
be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 
| know of no other mode in which it can be paid. 
| ask for the yeas and navs on the passage of the 
ré solution. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have always voted for this 
resolution. I think that my friend from Virginia 
is in error when he says that it has not passed 
heretofore. Iam one of those who believe it is 
the best mode of communicating speeches to the 
public—let intelligent editors select them. I sup- 
pose they take what they regard as speeches most || 
likely to affect the public mind. I would much | 
rather have that mode of going to the public than 
throw in everything which 1s delivered in the | 
House of Representatives and the Senate. I have 
voted for the diffusion of all these speeches. If 
this resolution was for the payment of one paper | 
alone, I could not vote for it; but it is to pay three 
papers, which I suppose have diffused them gen- 
erally. I believe itis just to bestow something 
on those who have diffused that kind of intelli- | 
gence, selected, in some measure, under the re- 
sponsibility of public journalists. I think this || 
is some security against throwing trash into the 
country, and is much better than compelling these 
papers to take everything from the Globe. The | 
worst task I would ever wish imposed on me 
would be to be compelled to read everything in 
the Globe. I know there are very good speeches 
in it, and I suppose they are selected from it, and 
published in these other papers. I have always 
voted for this resolution, and shall vote for it 
again. 
Mr. MASON. I wish to ask for information, 
if the resolution passes, out of what fund will the | 
money be paid ? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- | 
tion provides that it shall be paid out of the con- | 
tingent fund of the Senate. 
Mr. MASON. To be paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate under a Government with | 
a Constitution which is careful and guarded in | 
a that money shall not be paid out of the || 
reasury unless appropriated by law. A certain | 
sum of money is appropriated by law for the | 
contingent expenses of the Senate; and one of | 
the contingent expenses of the Senate is to diffuse 
information among the people, as we have been 
told by the Senate from South Carolina! Sir, 
if this is to be done, do it by law; designate the 
papers who are to publish the congressional mat- 
ters, and pay them a stipulated price for it. I 
would almost implore the Senator not to set the 
example of running into this abuse-—an abuse of 
the very worst character—an abuse of pecuniary || 
trust. Sappose it be done; to what must it lead? 
If we are to pay these papers for publishing pro- 
ceedings in Congress in such manner as they | 
think proper, and such debate as they may select, | 
it will lead to one of two things: either bitterness 
and ill-feeling from the belief that they favor one | 
party, and do not favor another party; or that | 
they favor one class of individuals, and not an- || 
other tlass of individuals; or it will place it im | 
the power of these papers to give one-sided and 
garbled views. I am free to express this, because 
lam conscious, although certainly not deserving 
it, that.these papers have, from time to time, vol- 
untarily done me the honor to publish speeches | 
which"l have made, and I am at liberty, there- | 
fore, to speak of it. 1 do it with regret; but I 
feel it an incumbent duty on me, as far as I can, 


} 
| 
‘ 


| session, only through the medium of the New 


| debates of the Senate, out of a day of eight hours, 


| plains that the telegraphic reports are meager. I | 
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to resist this extraordinary disposition to pay | 
money out of the Treasury, without responsi- 
bility, and without proper consideration. 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not know that this 
money was to be paid out of the contingent fund. 
I cannot agree to take the money out of the con- 
tingent fund. J think it is one of those things 
which should come out of the common Treasury. 
Whilst up, I must say of the National Intelli- 
gencer that it has published but very few of my 
speeches. The speech which, perhaps, of all 
others that I delivered here, attracted most atten- 
tion, has not found its way into its columns; but 
that has had no influence on me. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I must say a 
word before giving my vote on this resolution. 1 
shall vote for it, and vote for it upon a principle. 
Tam under no obligations to thank either the 
Union, or the Sentinel, or the National Intel- 
ligencer, for there are no three papers in the 
United States, which, taken altogether, have done 


| more to pervert the public judgment in regard to 


my Own position, principles, and character, than 
those three. Nevertheless, sir, I shall vote for 
it, because it is our duty to see — it is necessary 
for us to do so—that the public have information 
of what is dene in Congress; and, in order to do 
that, we must have it done by newspapers which 
exist in the city of Washington, and nowhere 
else. The public have been informed of the pro- 
ceedings of Congress at the late session and this 


York city newspapers, and newspapers in other 
capitals and large cities. A fortmght before the 
last session met, the telegraph associations en- 
tered into a combination, by which they agreed || 
to raise the price of telegraphic dispatches from /) 
the city of Washington northward—I do not 
know whether southward —three times above 
their former standard, the effect of which has 
been to cut down the telegraphic account of the 


or ten or twelve hours, to a single column in the 
New York city newspapers, and the debates of 
the House of Representatives to half a column. 
Nothing that has been said or done here has been || 
communicated to the people in the true light in 
which it occurred here. Sir, with no thanks and 
no obligations to the editors and publishers of 
these papers, I shall vote for publishing, at the || 
Government expense, true and full accounts, by || 
all newspapers that are published in the city of 
Washington; and, at another session, I propose 
to call the attention of Congress to the question 


; |; tion to the Arctic se 
whether we shall havea tax levied by the monop- | we Arctic seas 


olists of the telegraphic patents upon intelligence, | 
which is the food of public liberty. i 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall vote against this 
proposition, and I shall certainly vote against it | 
on principle. I cannot see the least pretense for 
the passage of a resolution of this character. It 


| 
|is brought in here at this late hour, at a time || rs °C 
. . ee . i} me srese > y > > 
when I know there is no disposition to listen to ! nedal presented to him by the King of Swe 
| 
| 
! 
} 


debate; but still I will not consent, so far as I am | 
concerned, that it shall pass without expressing | 
my views upon it. It is proposed to pay three | 
newspapers in the city of Washington (and I 
suppose the three are coupled together to add to || 
their strength) for publishing the debates of the | 
resent Congress and two former Congresses. 
For what? The Senator from New York com- 


should like to know whether the reports con- || 
tained in these papers published at the seat of 
Government are not meager? What sort of an || 
idea does a reader get of a debate of eight hours || 
in the Senate, from looking over the Washington 
Sentinel, or Union, or Intelligencer? Probably | 
he will get a list of the names of the persons who 
engaged in the debate, amongst whom there may 
be some favorite individual, the points of whose 


| matter of news and information to its readers, 


. 


x 








give some account of the proceedings of Congress 
when in session. I can look upon this resolution 
ia no other light than as a proposition to take 
from the Treasury, and out of the contingent fund, 
too, in the last hours of the session, $20,000, as I 
understand, as a bonus to these newspapers for 
services already performed—not for anything that 
is to be done hereafter, but for publishing accounts 
which are very far from being satisfactory, prob- 
ably, to any member of the Senate, and I know 
are very unsatisfactory to many of its members. 
I trust the resolution will not be permitted to 
ass, 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall oppose the resolution 
on the ground that this money should not be paid 
from the contingent fund; otherwise I should vote 
for it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 18, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bel! of Tennessee, Bright, Brown, Cass, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Foot, Foster, Hous 
ton, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Sebastian, Sew ard, Thomp- 
son of Kentucky, Weller, and Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Brodhead, Butler, Clay, 
Geyer, Harlan, Iverson, Mason, Pugh, Reid, Toucey, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—16. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 
COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. BAYARD. I move that an additional 


member be added to the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills. [understand that an addition is necessary 


| to enable the bills to be examined. 


The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Bayarp 
was appointed. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcuay, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a resolution for the 


| adjournment of the two Houses to-day at three 
| and a half o’clock. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and joint resolutions: 
An act making appropriations for the support 


| of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 


1857; 
An act to fix the times of holding in the State 
of Delaware the election of a Representative in 
the Congress of the United States; 
| Aresolution allowing Dr. E. K. Kane,and the 
officers associated with him in their late expedi- 
in search of Sir John 
Franklin, to accept such token of acknowledg- 
ment from the Government of Great Britain as it 


} may please to present; 


A resolution authorizing the acceptance of cer- 


| tain medals from foreign governments; and 


A resolution authorizing Alexander D. Bache, 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, to on a 


en. 
EXTRA COMPENSATION. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I ask now for the 


considération of the resolution of the honorable 


|| Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cuayrow,] in rela- 


tion to extra compensation tq employés. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


| is on the motion of the Senator from Tennessee, 
| to take up the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to each of the 


| employés of the Senate, and in the Congressional Library, 
the same compensation that is allowed to the employés of 


the House of Representatives, by the resolution of the 
House of the 13th of August, 1856,to be paid out of the 


| cantingent fund of the Senate, under the direction of the 


Coromittee to Audit and Control the same. 


Mr. MASON. I hope it will not be taken up. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I move to amend 


argument to some extent may be given. | the resolution by adding: 


Now, sir, if you pay these papers for publish- 
ing the proceedings of Congress, there is the same 

ropriety in paying the papers in the cities of 
New York, Sahinore, and Philadelphia. We 
had better, at once, adopt a general law to pay | 
every hewspaper Tivenshout the land at the rate || 


| of $4 50 a column for publishing any account of 


the proceedings of Congress. Precisely upon the || 
same principle we should be required to pay || 
every newspaper in the land. There is not one || 
of these newspapers in the city of Washington || 


that could sustain itself at all, if it did not, as a || regard to the adjournment. 


‘© And that there be paid out of the contingent fund to 
Robert Carter and Henry Dodson, and to the foiders tempo- 
rarily employed in the service of the Senate, filty dollars 
each.” 

The folding business has been very great this 
session. This is to give our colored employés 
fifty dollars each. 1 move that amendment, and 
I hope there will be no objection to it, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. Weshould act on the commu- 


nication from the House of Representatives in 
I move, therefore, to 
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lay the resolution on the table, and ask for the 
yeas and nays upon it. 
“ ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. {VERSON. I wish to ask whether this 
resolution ine ludes the pages? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
all the employes. 
Mr. BUTLER. I shall have an inquiry made 
at (he next session, as to the number necessary 
to be employed, 


THE CO 


| 
| 


It includes | 


The question being taken by yeas and nays | 


on the motion to lay the resolution on the table, 


ri sults d yeas Ts nays 26; as follows: 


fhAS—Mesers. Bayard, Foot, Hunter, Johnson, Mason, 
Trombull, and Wright—7. 
NAYS—Mevssrs. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Bright, Brod 


head, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, | 


Dodge, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, Pratt, 
Pugh, Rew, Sebastian, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Yulee. 


o the motion was not agreed to. 
Vr. BELL, of Tennessee. The words **during 
’* had better be inserted at the 
proper place in the resolution, 

The resolution was so modified. 

Mr. MASON. Although it would seem to be 
a very ungracions office, | desire that the Senate 
shall know 


last session 


and what 
Julv, 1854, the committee of which 1 formerly 
spoke made their report. They gave the number 
of officers then in the Senate, and the pay allowed 
to each, and they recommended the organization 
which was adopted by the Senate without any 
modification, by which it was resolved: 


“That the compensation of the officers and persons in 


be as ollows: The Secretary of the Senate, $3,000; the 
office: charged with the disbursements of the Senate, S400 ; 
the principal clerk and the executive clerk in the office ot 
the Secretary of the Senate, each $1.800 a year.’ 


how the officers are now organized, | 
sums they respectively receive. In | 


Since that time an additional clerk has been | 


added, [ believe, at the same rate of compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. BUTLER. No, $2,500. 

Mr. MASON. [ do not remember the salary 
of the additional clerk. I thought it was the 
same. lam informed the addiuonal clerk re- 
celves $2,500. 

Mr. PRATT. The salary of one of the old 
clerks was increased to $2,500, but the new clerk 
does not receive anything like that. 

Mr. MASON. He does not receive less than 
the chief clerks, I take 1 for granted; they re- 
ceive each $1,800. Then there are eight clerks 
in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, each 
receiving $1,541 67; the keeper of the stationery 
$1,460 ; one messenger in the office of the Sec- 
retary $900, and another messenger $625, to 
which is added a page in the Secretary's office 
at $416 77. The Sergeant-at-Arms and Door- 
keeper has $1,666 77; the Assistant Doorkeeper 
$1,416 77. ‘The persons in the office of the Ser- 
geant-at-Armsare paid as follows: the Postmaster 
$1,458 34; Assistant Postmaster and mail carrier 


$1,200; two mail boys each $650; superintendent || 


of document room $1,250; two assistants in docu- 
ment room each $1,000; the superintendent of 
the folding room $1,250; two messengers acting as 
assistant doorkeepers $1,250; fifteen messengers 
each $900; superintendent in charge of the Sen- 
ate furnaces $900; assistant in charge of furnaces 
$500; laborer in charge of the private passage, 


$000; ten pages $2 a day each during the session; | 


clerk or secretary to the President of the Senate | 


$1,460. In addiuon to these sums, each of these 
oflicers receives twenty per cent, on his salary, 
by virtue ofa joint resolution passed in July, 1854. 

As this report states, amongst the reasous for 
making the officers permanent, and for fixing 
their salaries, was, that it had theretofore been 
the custom generally—sometimes not observed — 
to allow two months’ additional pay to each of 
the messengers of the Senate, and to the pages 
$200. One object of this report, as 1 have said— 
(1 do not mean to detain the Senate bya speech, 
or attempt to kill the measure by indirection, if 
itis the pleasure of the body to pass it)—one 
great object was to organize this corps of officers 
mm such manner as would be acceptable to them, 
and secure proper service to the Senate. As the 
chairman of the committee, | conferred freely 
with the officers, and understood they were all 
perfectly satisfied. The other members of the 
committee conferred with them. We modined 


a ar 


| the scale from time to time, as far as we could, 


| to meet their approbation. What is the result? 


| Here, within a very short time, we are now | 


asked to increase their compensation by the addi- 
tion of one fifth. The corps of officers in the 
Senate is ample; their salaries have been graded; 
they are well paid, and better paid than any like 
corps of officers in the Government. 
say that they are redundant; but if it becomes 
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I will not 


| necessary, I shall feel it my duty to inquire into | 


that; and if they are redundant, to prune them 
| down if we can, and to reduce their salaries if 


they are to have these gratuities given to them | 


at the close of each session. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on the passagt of the resolution. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Itis very true, as the hon- 


orable Senator says, there was a committee to fix || 


the salaries of these officers; but what does this | 


resolution propose to do? 
| make any permanent increase of the salary of the 


Does it propose to || 


officers? Notatall. It proposes to do precisely 


not one 
officers of the other House. I am not content 
that the other House shall pay its officers better 
than the officers of the Senate of the United 
| States. Further, this is a proposition to pay 
these officers for services at an extra session. It 
furnishes no precedent for bringing in a resolu- 
tion of this description at the expiration of a reg- 


ular session; but it has been customary always, | 
I believe, at the end of an extra session, to give | 


the officers extra compensation. I wiil not detain 


|| the Senate about this matter; but I am satisfied 
the euiployment of Uie Senate after the 80uh of June, 1853, 


that the pay of our officers should not be less 
than those of the other House. The resolution 
| simply places them on an equality. 


Mr. MASON. 


| respect to the Senator, is, it seems to me, merely 
an excuse. Their pay goes on. The salaried 


| officers receive their salary, and those who receive | 


a per diem receive a per diem, and there is no addi- 
tional labor. 

| Mr. SEBASTIAN. Task to have inserted in 
the proper place, after the words which describe 
the class of officers to be paid, the following: 


Senate, to the pages, and such others as may have received 


| the same at the close of the last Congress, the usual amount | 


of extra compensation paid to them by the Senate. 


The practical effect is to embrace one or two 
officers who have heretofore received the compen- 
sation, but are not embraced by the terms of the 
resolution. 


ment to thatamendment. As we are distributing 
| favors, and we desire to leave all who are con- 
nected with us in this wing of the Capitol happy 
and in good humor, | propose to amend by add- 


$200. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


running this thing into the ground. I am as 


he believes that these little boys (the pages) are 

worth more than $800 a year. We pay them 

$600 for eight months. They are not satisfied 

with that, and the proposition is to increase their 

| pay twenty percent. If there is a Senator here 
who believes they are entitled to it, 1 want him 
to vote for it. I do not believe it. 1 can hire 
three able-bodied men in Tennessee to work the 
year round for what these little boys, who are 
scarcely out of their swaddling clothes, are get- 
ting. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move that the usual 
committee be appointed to join such committee as 
may be appointed by the House of Representa- 
tives to inform the President of the United States 
that, unless he has further communications to 
make, the two Houses of Congress are ready to 
adjourn. 

| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a 
question before the Senate, on motion of the Sen- 
ator from Florida, [Mr. Yuvee,] as an amend- 
ment to the pending amendment. 


And that J. Sheahan be allowed and paid in the same 
manner, the sum of $200. 


| Mr. PRATT. 


If gentlemen desire to defeat 


what the House of Representatives has done by || 
| its officers, and give to the officers of the Senate | 


cent more than has been given to the || it. I know the generous motive that led him to 


The argument that they are to || 
be paid because it is an extra session, with all || 


August 30, 


| the original resolution they can readily do it b 


_ talking; that is one way. Another way is }, 

adding amendments not contemplated by an 
who are prepared to vote for the original resoly. 
tion. It occurred to me, although I may accord 
with the speech of my friend from Virginia 
this was a case which could not be drawn as q 
precedent. Here we have an extra session. Tho 
Hiouse of Representatives, even before the eXtra 
session, gave their clerks, who receive under the 
law the same compensation that ours do, the 
additional compensation which we now propose 
to give for the extra session. I think, therefore 
that, without making it a precedent, we may well 
go for the original resolution: I hope Senatorg 
will not kill, by indirection, the resolution ag 
originally offered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
as much as | intended to say. 
Mr. PRATT. I thought you had finished, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No, sir, | intended 
to pay a compliment to my colleague for moving 
this resolution, It is not*an original proposition 
of his, but I appreciate the heart that prompted 


» that 


I had said almost 


present it and urge it; but I think he is doing in- 
justice to those whom he \ttempted to serve, 
I remember at the oper’: his Congress there 
were from forty to on ed applicants for 
pageships in this body ‘se little boys are 
clever and lovable, and } .3 kindly to them 
as a father; but they were erred over others, 
On what ground? That they were entitled to 
receive the pay which was fixed for them. Now 
you are doing thema great wrong. They are clec- 
_tioneering all over the Senate to get their pay 
| increased. They stipulated to serve for a given 
| price—an enormous price, as every Senator on 
this floor must know and feel. I think giving 
this extra compensation is an act of injustice to 
them. It teaches them to feel that they are not 





And that there be paid, out of the contingent fund of the | 


Mr. YULEE. I should like to move an amend- | 


ing, for our old friend, Mr. Sheahan, down stairs, | 
Weare evidently || 


willing to pay liberally as any man in the Senate, | 
but I call upon every Senator here to tell me if 


to rely on their contracts, but to seek something 
|| beyond. I repeat that there is no man here who 
believes that they are entitled to $600 for eight 
| months, and then an addition of twenty per cent, 
to that. As for the amendment offered by the 
|| Senator from Arkansas, if this passes that ought 
to pass too, for the pages whom it includes were 
precisely in the same condition that these are; 
and if we are prepared to give these an addition 
|| of twenty per cent., why not go back and do jus: 
tice to the little pages that were here before? 
Then, again, take the amendment offered by the 
| Senator from Florida, for a man that 1 do not 
| know. 

Mr. YULEE. I will say to the Senator, that 
I withdraw that amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should be glad 
if Senators would withdraw all these propo- 
sitions. I think these people are receiving as 
much as they are entitled to. As to the argument 
of the Senator from Delaware, I should have 
expected it from a young man like myself, but [ 
certainly did not expect it from him. It is, that 
the House of Representatives has done a great 
wrong, and the Senate ought to follow it! "Why, 
that is the very thing for which we have been as- 
sembled here now—to correct the errors of the 
House of Representatives; and Iam happy to 
|| congratulate him, and the country, and the cause 
of liberty everywhere, that the Senate has tri- 
umphed at last in bringing them back to a sense 
of their duty. Now, the Senator tells us that we 
ought to vote this extra compensation because 
the House of Representatives have done it. That 
| argument does not suit me. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I did not say we should do 
it merely because the House of Reprostitahives 
had done it; but the honorable Senator says that 
we should be doing a great wrong to these offi- 
_ cers of the Senate, especially the boys, by giving 
| them extra compensation. fe is not so, sir, This 
| is an extra session, and therefore, as was well 
remarked by the Senator from Maryland, this 
case furnishes no precedent. The Senator from 
Tennessee says, if we do this we ought’ to go 
back and pay the pages who were here before. 
Let us apply that argument to ourselves. This 
Congress has raised its compensation. Why not 
| apply to the gentleman his argument, and say: 
**Go back and pay members who have been here 
heretofore.’’ It is a small matter, and | will not 
detain the Senate about it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
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